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TECHNOLOGY 


Big Tech vs. Free Speech 

by Michael Tennant — The Big Tech titans such as Google, 
Facebook, and Twitter are suppressing Americans’ free speech as 
never before. 


BOOK REVEW 
Blowing the Whistle on Big Tech 


by Michael Tennant — Two former Big Tech employees speak out 
about the censorship and left-wing bias at those companies. 


POLITICS 


Grave Danger or Vaccine Coercion? 
by Cathy Spigarelli — The OSHA vaccine mandate is little more 
than intimidation and coercion, and defies common sense. 


States Push Back Against COVID Technocracy 
by Peter Rykowski — State legislatures across the country are 
fighting back against unprecedented government overreach. 


MEDIA 


Trumpworld 
by Selwyn Duke — Tur New American has chronicled the 
phenomenon of Trumpworld in a special collector's edition. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 


Giving Thanks in Times of Trouble 
by Charles Scaliger — Good people have suffered through and 
overcome hardship many times throughout history. 
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Welfare Is Forced Charity 


Forced giving is nothing but charity as a 
tax. If you cut off welfare those people 
will go back to work. They’ll go to the 
churches for pantry items and foodstuffs. 
Where would that place the taxpayer? All 
that money we’ve been spending to give 
government handouts would cease. We’d 
spend that money for better uses. With- 
out being forced to pay for people to not 
work, we'd give voluntarily out of the 
goodness of our hearts. Welfare would 
have to come from those who want to 
support it. 

The only reason to keep it going is 
because those who want to support it 
want those who don t want to support it 
to support it. They want to be the cham- 
pion of social causes among society’s 
marginalized. They would no longer be 
the party of compassion if welfare were 
ended. 

LUKE MoRELL 
Sent via e-mail 


Idiotic Utterances About 
the U.S. Constitution 


1. “The Preamble of the U.S. Constitu- 
tion proclaims that ‘We hold these Truths 
to be self-evident, that all Men are creat- 
ed equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty, and 
the Pursuit of Happiness.”” 

While there is nothing wrong with this 
declaration of unalienable rights, the fact 
is that this declaration does not appear 
in the Preamble of the U.S. Constitu- 
tion nor anywhere within the text of the 
U.S. Constitution. It appears in the U.S. 
Constitution’s antecedent document, the 
Declaration of Independence. This false 
attribution has occurred often. 

2. “Commander in Chief of foreign 
policy and Commander in Chief of the 
economy.” 

While the president “shall have Power, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of 
the Senate, to make Treaties ... and he 
shall nominate, and by and with the Ad- 
vice and Consent of the Senate, shall ap- 
point Ambassadors, ...” this hardly con- 
fers the status of Commander in Chief 
over foreign policy. And an essentially 
free-market economic system does not 
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require someone to command its activi- 
ties! Article II, Section 2, Clause 1 of the 
Constitution simply and clearly states in 
pertinent part, “The President shall be 
Commander in Chief of the Army and 
Navy of the United States, and of the Mi- 
litia of the several States, when called 
into the actual Service of the United 
States.” (Emphasis added.) That is it. 
That is only one part of the presidency. 
People often use the term “Commander 
in Chief” as a synonym for “President.” 
It is not synonymous, as “Commander in 
Chief” is only one aspect of the presi- 
dency. Why over-emphasize the milita- 
ristic aspect? 

3. “The U.S. government has delegat- 
ed too much power to the States.” 

Someone does not understand the 
structure of government under the U.S. 
Constitution. It is, in fact, the People and 
the States who have delegated (few and 
enumerated) powers to the U.S. govern- 
ment, not the other way around! This 
structure is re-emphasized in Amend- 
ment 10. The fact is that the U.S. gov- 
ernment has (unconstitutionally) usurped 
some powers from the states! 

4. “The significance of the Supremacy 
Clause is that any and all statutes of the 
U.S. government supersede and take pre- 
cedence over ‘any Thing in the Constitu- 
tion or Laws of any State to the Contrary, 
notwithstanding.’” 

However, because any statute, to be 
valid “Law,” must “be made in Pursu- 
ance” of the Constitution (and any stat- 
ute repugnant to the Constitution is null 
and void ab initio), the true significance 
of the Supremacy Clause is that it en- 
ables “We the People” (and the States) 
to determine whether any given statute 
is valid “Law” or, in legal contemplation, 
null and void ab initio and, thus, whether 
the U.S. government is acting constitu- 
tionally (lawfully) or unconstitutionally 
(unlawfully) and to act accordingly, as in 
setting aside an unconstitutional statute 
through nullification and so on. 

DIANA MCGINNIS 
Lincoln, Neb. 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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INSIDE TRACK 


State Department Issues First “Gender Neutral” Passport 


The United States has officially issued its first “gender neutral” 
passport. The State Department announced the milestone on Oc- 
tober 27. Citizens can now choose an “X” on their passport ap- 
plication to show that they don’t “identify” as the customary “F” 
for female or “M” for male. 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced the changes to 
the passport application back in June, but October 27 marked 
the first time a person has received a passport with the “X” 
designation. 

According to Jessica Stern, the State Department’s special dip- 
lomatic envoy for LGBTQ rights — a position left vacant during 
the Trump administration — the new passport option is more 
in line with the “lived reality” of people who believe they are 
neither male or female. 

State Department spokesman Ned Price said, “The Department 
of State continues the process of updating its policies regarding 
gender markers on U.S. passports and Consular Reports of Birth 
Abroad (CRBAs) to better serve all U.S. citizens, regardless of 
their gender identity.” 

“T want to reiterate, on the occasion of this passport issuance, 
the Department of State’s commitment to promoting the free- 
dom, dignity, and equality of all people — including LGBTQI+ 
persons,” Price added. 

The State Department has not released the identity of the 
“X” passport recipient, but AP speculates that it may be Dana 


Zzyym (formerly known as Brian Orin Whitney), a Navy veteran 
and trans-activist who sued then-Secretary of State John Kerry 
in 2016 for refusing to give “them” a passport because “they” 
(Zzyym’s preferred pronouns are they, their, and them) refused 
to be classified as either male or female. “I’m not a problem. I’m 
a human being. That’s the point,” Zzyym said. 

The new passport option is in line with the Biden administra- 
tion’s recently released National Strategy on Gender Equity and 
Equality — a document that reads more like an LGBTQ wish list 
than a government directive. 


Three Maryland Counties Request to Join West Virginia 


Feeling abandoned and neglected by their own state govern- 
ment, the three mountainous counties that comprise Maryland’s 
panhandle have requested to join the neighboring state of West 
Virginia. West Virginia Governor Jim Justice has announced that 
he would be all for the counties joining his state. 

A group of six Republican lawmakers representing Garrett, 
Allegany, and Washington counties at the extreme west end of 
Maryland wrote to the West Virginia Legislature, asking them to 
consider the move. The three counties have a combined popula- 
tion of just over 250,000. 

“We believe this arrangement may be mutually beneficial for 
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both states and for our local constituencies,” wrote the lawmak- 
ers. “Please advise on next steps.” 

While acknowledging the long odds of the political maneuver, 
one of the signers of the letter, Wendell Beitzel, who represents 
parts of Garrett and Allegany counties, claimed that the request 
was a Serious one — not simply a political stunt. “We wouldn’t 
be doing this if we didn’t feel there is a strong sense of unrest 
and unhappiness among people in our rural area of the state,” 
Beitzel said. 

In an October 22 press conference, Governor Justice, a Repub- 
lican, enthusiastically opened the door for the three Maryland 
counties to defect to the Mountain State. “We want everyone to 
always know that we’re absolutely standing here with open arms, 
we'd welcome ... these counties and be tickled to death to have 
them and the great folks of that incredible state,” Justice said. 
“For Garrett County ... for Allegany County and for Washington 
County, we would welcome you in every way,” he continued. 

The proposal stems from a feeling in the three counties that 
the values of the more populous, eastern portion of the state take 
precedence in Maryland’s state government, with Garrett, Al- 
legany, and Washington counties’ wishes being largely ignored 
in the legislature. Among key issues that have angered western 
Maryland are the state’s hard line against fracking, and its sup- 
port for mask mandates and the teaching of Critical Race Theory 
in public schools. 
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Studies Claim Recent Global Warming Not Driven by Humans 


Atrio of recent studies published from June through September of 
this year have concluded that observed warming in the first two 
decades of the 21st century is more likely due to increases in ab- 
sorbed solar radiation than human emissions of greenhouse gases. 

A study released in June by Norman G. Loeb, Gregory C. 
Johnson, Tyler J. Thorsen, John M. Lyman, Fred G. Rose, and 
Seiji Kato has determined that a positive trend in Earth’s En- 
ergy Imbalance (i.e., warming) is “primarily due to an increase 
in absorbed solar radiation associated with decreased reflection 
by clouds.” 

Scientists from NASA and NOAA studied data from NASA’s 
Clouds and the Earth’s Radiant Energy System (CERES) and 
Argo, a global array of ocean floats that record the oceans’ tem- 
perature and salinity. 

“The two very independent ways of looking at changes in 
Earth’s energy imbalance are in really, really good agreement, 
and they’re both showing this very large trend, which gives us 
a lot of confidence that what we’re seeing is a real phenomenon 
and not just an instrumental artifact,” said Norman Loeb, the lead 
author of study. 

While the study does contend that mankind’s emissions have 
an effect in observed warming, data shows it to be a small one 
effectively offset by cloud influence. 

The study also cites another natural factor for an increase in 
temperatures — the Pacific Decadal Oscillation (PDO). This 


natural and normal ocean variation shifted into a warm phase 
around 2014 and continued until 2020. Scientists speculate that 
this change led to a reduction in cloud cover over the ocean, lead- 
ing to an increase in absorption of solar radiation. 

In another study, done by Hans-Rolf Diibal and Fritz Vahren- 
holt in Germany, the authors believe that man’s emissions might 
actually be having a cooling effect. Their own conclusions to the 
CERES data “conflict with the assumption further global warm- 
ing originates mainly from the LW [longwave] radiation capture 
caused by greenhouse gases, i.e., a decline in outgoing L 


boil must Read oe When Speaking Against COVID Mandates 


Pastor Artur Pawlowski of the Cave at Adullam church in Cal- 
gary, Alberta, Canada, and his brother, Dawid Pawlowski, were 
arrested “in a dramatic highway takedown” in May for defying “a 
government-mandated health order to keep [their] services at re- 
duced capacity and enforce social distancing and mask-wearing,” 
THE NEW AMERICAN reported at the time. The two men spent 
three nights in jail before being released on bail. 

On October 13, Alberta Justice Adam Germain sentenced the 
Pawlowskis for contempt of court. Although Germain rejected 
prosecutors’ requests for jail time for the men, he did fine them 
both heavily, place them on probation, order them to perform 


community service, and prohibit them from leaving Alberta with- 
out their probation officers’ permission. 

Perhaps most shocking of all, though, was his demand that 
“whenever they are opposing the ... Health Orders in any public 
forum..., they must also place the other side of the argument on 
the record” in the form of this statement: 


I am also aware that the views I am expressing to you 
on this occasion may not be views held by the majority 
of medical experts in Alberta. While I may disagree with 
them, I am obliged to inform you that the majority of medi- 
cal experts favor social distancing, mask wearing, and 
avoiding large crowds to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
Most medical experts also support participation in a vac- 
cination program unless for a valid religious or medical 
reason you cannot be vaccinated. Vaccinations have been 
shown statistically to save lives and to reduce the severity 
of COVID-19 symptoms. 


“Welcome to Chinada 2021,” Artur Pawlowski quipped after 
leaving court. “[Now] every time I open my mouth to the pub- 
lic,” he said, “I have to lie ... stating that vaccinations are sav- 
ing lives, that masks work, that doctors and scientists are all for 
restrictions.” 
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EXTENDED INSIDE TRACK 


Putin Calls Youth “Transgenderism” a “Crime Against Humanity” 


In a fiery speech on October 21, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin railed against liber- 
alism, slaughtering leftist sacred cows with 
abattoir-level abandon. Among his targets 
were cancel culture, anti-Western revisionist 
history, and so-called transgenderism. 

As the Washington Post reported 
October 22: 


Speaking at the annual meeting of the 
Valdai Discussion Club in the Black 
Sea resort of Sochi, Putin stressed that 
his country should adhere to its own 
“spiritual values and historical tradi- 
tions,” while steering clear of “socio- 
cultural disturbances” in the West. 

Some Westerners believe “the ag- 
gressive deletion of whole pages of 
their own history, reverse discrimina- 
tion against the majority in the interests 
of minorities ... constitute movement 
toward public renewal,” Putin said. 
“Tt’s their right, but we are asking them to steer clear of our 
home. We have a different viewpoint.” 

Putin, who told the Financial Times of London newspaper 
in 2019 that liberalism had become “obsolete,” has loudly 
advocated for what he considers to be traditional family val- 
ues. In his Thursday remarks, he said the notion that children 
are “taught that a boy can become a girl and vice versa” is 
monstrous and “on the verge of a crime against humanity.” 


Elaborating on this trespass of having a child “choose” his sex (an 
impossibility), which is sometimes done without parental con- 
sent, Putin said, “You push the parents aside and make the child 
take these decisions that can destroy their lives.” 

“Putin also discussed how liberals in the West want to elimi- 
nate what he called ‘traditional interpretation of such basic val- 
ues,’ which include designations such as ‘mother, father, family, 
and the distinction between sexes,’” related Town Hall on Octo- 
ber 23, providing more detail. 

“<The proponents of new approaches go so far as they want to 
eliminate the whole notions of men and women, and those who 
dare say that men and women exist and this is a biological fact, 
they are all but banished,’ he said,” the site continued. “Parent 
number one, parent number two, or the parent that has given 
birth, or instead of breast milk, you say human milk. And you say 
all of that, so the people who are not sure of their sexual agenda 
[“identity”’] are not unhappy.” 

My, it sounds as if Putin knows more about what’s going on in 
America than Attorney General Merrick Garland does. 

But such remarks aren’t unusual for Putin. In fact, it’s ironic: 
The Soviet Union used to call the West decadent while we called 
it godless. 

Now Putin has been criticizing the West for being decadent and 
godless. “Many Euro-Atlantic countries have moved away from 
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their roots, including Christian values,” he said in a December 
2013 State of the Nation speech. 

“Policies are being pursued that place on the same level a 
multi-child family and a same-sex partnership, a faith in God 
and a belief in Satan. This is the path to degradation.” 

This roughly coincided with Russia’s enactment of laws pro- 
hibiting homosexual propaganda, and was a salvo against both 
the West’s Great Sexual Heresy and what enables it: relativism. 

In another shot at relativism, Putin also stated in 2013, “So- 
ciety is now required ... to accept without question the equality 
of good and evil, strange as it seems, concepts that are opposite 
in meaning.” 

The Russian president then took aim at multiculturalism: 
“Today, many nations are revising their moral values and ethical 
norms, eroding ethnic traditions and differences between peoples 
and cultures.” 

This was followed in 2014 by the release of Russian Culture War 
2.0. In a document called “Foundations of the State Cultural Poli- 
cy,” the Kremlin doubled down and wrote, “Russia must be viewed 
as a unique and original civilization that cannot be reduced to ‘East’ 
or ‘West.’... A concise way of formulating this stand would be, 
‘Russia is not Europe.’” The document goes on to state that Rus- 
sia rejects “such principles as multiculturalism and tolerance” and 
“projects imposing alien values on society.” 

Now is it clear why our Left hates Putin so much? He’s white, 
male, at least nominally Christian, straight, and absolutely unwoke. 

While Putin is certainly an authoritarian leader who is no 
friend of the liberties championed by patriotic Americans, he 
understands that vice — or “openness to new lifestyle choices,” 
as the leftists would put it — degrades societal fabric. After all, 
he was once part of the KGB, an entity that used to encourage 
“liberal” ideas (e.g., acceptance of perversion) in America as part 
of a “demoralization” process. Hf 
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UN Official Calls for Worldwide Reduction of Fossil Fuel Usage 
“The world’s governments must step up, taking rapid and immediate steps to 
close the fossil fuel production gap and ensure a just and equitable transition.” 
As executive director of the United Nations Environment Program, Inger 
Andersen wants to see more wind and solar power over the next three dec- 
ades. Along with researchers at the Stockholm Environment Institute, she 
envisions seeing net zero emissions of greenhouse gases by the year 2050. 


President Biden Defunded Border Wall, 

Wants a Wall Around His Beach House 

“The southern border with Mexico is seeing the highest levels of illegal 
border crossings in 35 years, but the Department of Homeland Security 
has found one access point it can shore up — doling out $455,000 to a Delaware construction company 
for a fence around President Biden’s Summer White House.” 

Halting construction of additional fencing at the border where some barriers had already significantly 
lowered the number of crossings into the United States by illegals was one of President Bidens first 
actions while in office. But, as the New York Post noted, Biden obviously 
believes that fences are useful in keeping out unwanted intruders. 


Case Against Fauci Grows Stronger After 

NIH Admits Funding Research Creating COVID 

“We have brand new news today that says NIH is now admitting there 
was gain of function research [at the Wuhan Institute of Virology]. And 
Fauci has lied about it.” 

Citing a report appearing in Vanity Fair that confirms U.S. taxpayer 
money enabled the Wuhan Institute of Virology to enhance a bat corona- 
virus to allow it to attack humans, Senator Rand Paul (R-Ky.) continues 
to call for the firing of Dr. Anthony Fauci, who has repeatedly lied about 
such funding going to China. 
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Independent Journalists in Hong Kong Believe the End Is Near 

“We shall try to fight to the last moment. But honestly, it’s a gamble. How cruelly will the Beijing gov- 
ernment treat us? We know the history of journalists in the People’s Republic of China.” 

Unions, political parties, independent media, and civil-rights groups have been shut down, and many of 
their leaders have been imprisoned. Dozens more groups have been forced to disband. The authorities 
have used a national security law, which was introduced last year after months of widespread antigovern- 
ment protests, to silence dissent. Ronson Chan, the chairman of the Hong Kong Journalists Association, 
expects to be targeted soon. 


Independent Elementary and High Schools Experiencing a Surge in New Student Numbers 

“This is a once-in-a-hundred moment for the growth of Christian education.” 

After nearly closing five years ago with only 88 students in K-12 classes, Smith Mountain Lake Chris- 
tian Academy now has 420 students and has turned away others because of lack of space. E. Ray 
Moore, founder of the school, is not alone in filling formerly empty seats in the school he presides 
over. The growth in private Christian schools is being happily experi- 
enced throughout the United States. 


Congressman Kicked Off Twitter 

for Refusing to Call a Man a Woman 

“The title of first female four-star officer gets taken by a man.” 

Congressman Jim Banks (R-Ind.) has been locked out of his Twitter ac- 

count for referring to a Department of Health and Human Services ap- 

pointee as a man. That man, known as Richard Levine for the first 54 

years of his life, “transitioned” in 2011 and now wants to be known as 

Rachel. He was recently appointed by President Biden as a four-star 

admiral to lead the U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps. @ 
— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANUS 
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The Big Tech titans such as Google, Facebook, and Twitter are suppressing 
Americans’ free speech as never before. While the situation may seem dire, 
such tech tyranny can be stopped. 
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by Michael Tennant 


n September 7, nine days after 
@) being injected with the Johnson 

& Johnson COVID-19 vaccine so 
that she could serve as a “room mom” in 
her daughter’s classroom, Seattle resident 
Jessica Wilson, 37, died of vaccine-induced 
immune thrombotic thrombocytopenia. 

Her obituary, published by the Or- 
egonian, minced no words, referring to 
“heavy-handed vaccine mandates” that 
“slowly, day by day,” took away “her 
freedom to choose.” In order to continue 
to “be actively involved in her children’s 
education,” she was forced to accept an 
inoculation to which she was “vehement- 
ly opposed.” 

“Ultimately, those who closed doors 
and separated mothers from their chil- 
dren prevailed,” the obituary declared. “It 
cost Jessica her life. It cost her children 
the loving embrace of their caring mother. 
And it cost her husband the sacred love of 
his devoted wife.” 

Wilson’s death notice soon showed up 
on Twitter, posted by people who found 
it both heart-rending and fiercely honest. 
Shortly thereafter, “Twitter fact-check- 
ers put a ‘misleading’ label on Jessica’s 
obituary and prevented people from re- 
plying to, sharing or liking the tweet,” 
reported Children’s Health Defense 
(CHD). Wilson’s uncle, Thomas Ivancie, 
told the group he had “also received re- 
ports that Facebook was censoring Jes- 
sica’s obituary.” 

“Tvancie,” CHD added, “said it feels 
like a second death — a death of the 
truth at the hands of these massive pow- 
erful entities. ‘Imagine if we had a free 
and open exchange of truth, how this 
could change the narrative for others,’ 
Ivancie said.” 


Truth Decay 
“A free and open exchange of truth.” Once 
one of the hallmarks of Western civiliza- 
tion, it is now increasingly under attack 
from a radicalized Left bent on quashing 
all dissent. 

In the pre-Internet era, this might have 
been accomplished by burning books, 
smashing printing presses, and arresting 
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Ministry of Truth: According to an internal Google document leaked by Zach Vorhies, the 


company aims to be the “single point of truth” for news on the Internet — “truth,” of course, 


being whatever the Left says it is. 


those daring to say publicly that the em- 
peror is buck naked. 

Today, however, technology giants such 
as Google, Facebook, and Twitter have ef- 
fective, high-tech means — often subtle, 
occasionally blatant — of silencing those 
who challenge the received wisdom, in- 
cluding journalists, scientists, and even a 
sitting president of the United States. 

The process of deciding which articles, 
social-media posts, videos, and other elec- 
tronic media to retain, delete, promote, 
and so on is known as content modera- 
tion. Practically every electronic platform 
engages in it to one degree or another, 
sometimes for good and sometimes for ill. 

“Not all moderation is bad,” David 
Greene, civil liberties director at the San 
Francisco-based Electronic Frontier Foun- 
dation (EFF), said in an interview with 
THE NEw AMERICAN. A conservative web- 
site is likely to prohibit users from posting 
articles favoring socialism. A website de- 
voted to knitting will probably take down 
posts about weightlifting. Most respect- 
able sites will try to remove content that is 
obscene or threatens others with violence. 

The problem, of course, is that every 
decision about content is subjective. What 
one person views as a reasonable decision, 
another considers unacceptable. 

The issue is magnified by the fact that 


moderation decisions are often shrouded 
in secrecy. Google, for example, maintains 
secret blacklists of content that may not 
be included in its news feeds or shown 
in YouTube videos. Facebook, YouTube, 
and Twitter frequently take down content 
or ban users entirely with, at best, a mes- 
sage saying their content has run afoul of 
the platforms’ terms of service. Appealing 
such decisions is cumbersome, time-con- 
suming, and frequently futile. 

Although many of the high-profile ex- 
amples of Big Tech censorship involve 
conservatives, according to Greene, re- 
search shows that conservatives aren’t dis- 
proportionately censored on the Internet. 
Even if that is true, the Internet is one of 
the few ways conservatives have of reach- 
ing a large number of people. Ifa liberal is 
squelched on one platform, he still has the 
mainstream media, Hollywood, numer- 
ous other platforms, and powerful politi- 
cians and activists to spread his message. 
If a conservative or libertarian is censored 
on Facebook, he will have to work many 
times harder to connect with his audience. 


Google’s Great Awokening 

Every conversation liberals had with their 
friends and coworkers, all the polls they 
saw, and every news report they read prior 
to Election Day suggested that Trump 
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would lose in 2016. But they hadn’t reck- 
oned with Trump’s ability to circumvent 
the traditional channels and appeal directly 
to voters via social media. 

“T think that Trump was a direct result 
of” the “bottom-up social-media system,” 
former Google employee Zach Vorhies 
told THE NEw AMERICAN. “I think it caught 
the network of global corporate control 
off-guard.” 

When Google, whose unofficial motto 
for many years was “Don’t be evil,” held 
an “all-hands” meeting the week after the 
election to bemoan the outcome and dis- 
cuss how to prevent a recurrence of it, Vor- 
hies, a self-identified liberal, immediately 
recognized the danger and began poking 
around internal company files to discover 
just how Google planned to stop Trump. 

He first found that the company was al- 
ready in the process of using machine learn- 
ing, a type of artificial intelligence, to identi- 
fy and suppress so-called fake news, which 
just happened to be news that was either 
helpful to Trump or harmful to Democrats. 

“Once I saw that they were using ma- 
chine learning to remove the fake news, 
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I was like, ‘Huh, that kind of seems un- 
Googly. What is going on here?’” he re- 
called. “And so I started to dig in.” 

He eventually uncovered “a real cen- 
sorship engine” called “Machine Learn- 
ing Fairness” (MLF), which he described 
as “the fusion of artificial intelligence and 
Critical Race Theory.” Instead of simply 
aggregating data from the Internet, MLF 
would alter it to fit the “woke” view of 
how the world should be, such as by 
changing the results of an image search to 
present fewer white or male humans. 

Google has a variety of other ways to 
surreptitiously affect people’s perceptions. 
One of them is its PageRank score, which 
determines how high in the list a particular 
Web page will be displayed when it oc- 
curs among the results of a user’s search. 
Google keeps its PageRank algorithm prac- 
tically under lock and key, but according to 
Vorhies, among the factors it considers are 
the mainstream media’s and Wikipedia’s 
opinions of the page. Given the leftward 
bias of both of those sources, it’s hardly 
surprising that pages parroting the liberal 
line tend to appear at the top of the list. 
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Zach attack: Big Tech is trying to create a “technocracy” with “wicked ideas,” said Google 
whistleblower Zach Vorhies. “We've got to give humanity one last fighting chance to stop this thing.” 


https:/Awww.projectveritas.com/news/zach-vorhies-google/ 


Google’s autocomplete prediction 
searches, the terms its search engine sug- 
gests when a user begins typing in a query, 
also nudge people in the direction the com- 
pany wants them to go. For example, as 
of this writing, typing “women can” in a 
Google search box yields suggestions such 
as “women can be drafted” and “women 
can do anything.” Searching for “men can,” 
on the other hand, returns such potential 
queries as “men can get pregnant,” “men 
can lactate,” and “men can have periods.” 

Vorhies got so fed up with what he 
called “the most evil company on the face 
and history of the planet” that he became 
a Project Veritas undercover reporter, 
gathering documents and hidden-camera 
recordings to prove what Google was up 
to, and ultimately left the company in 
2019. Then he co-wrote a book, Google 
Leaks: A Whistleblower ’s Exposé of Big 
Tech Censorship, that was published this 
summer. 


Facebook Fiends 

Ryan Hartwig, who worked as a content 
moderator for a Facebook contractor from 
2018 to 2020, and who became a Project 
Veritas reporter and co-author, agrees 
that the social-media giant is heavily bi- 
ased against conservatives in general and 
Trump in particular, deleting otherwise 
acceptable right-wing posts while grant- 
ing exceptions to left-wing posts that 
clearly violate the rules. 

“Their policies mirrored the media’s slant 
on Trump after he was elected that basically 
he’s a racist and anything that comes out of 
his mouth is going to be racist,” Hartwig told 
THE NEW AMERICAN, “so anytime Trump 
was going to give a speech, Facebook liter- 
ally told us to look for hate speech.” 

That was especially true when it came 
to Trump’s stance on illegal immigration, 
which Facebook opposed 100 percent, 
Hartwig explained in his book Behind the 
Mask of Facebook: A Whistleblower’s 
Shocking Story of Big Tech Bias and Cen- 
sorship. The company issued a long list 
of things that could not be said of illegals, 
including that they should be deported or 
denied access to taxpayer-funded entitle- 
ments. It even went so far as to declare 
Central Americans a protected class about 
which practically nothing negative could 
be posted. And while Facebook doesn’t 
allow human smugglers to advertise for 
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clients, it does permit people to seek guid- 
ance on how to enter a country illegally. 

Facebook allowed threats of violence 
against people on the outs with the Left, 
and not just in America, said Hartwig. 
It changed its policy about death threats 
against heads of state to allow depictions 
of Trump’s throat being slashed, and for 
three months in 2019 and 2020, it permit- 
ted the phrase “Death to [Supreme Leader 
Ali] Khamenei” as a means of protesting 
high fuel prices in Iran. 

(See the review of Google Leaks and 
Behind the Mask of Facebook on page 17 
for further details on these companies’ 
censorship programs.) 


Rushin’ Election Interference 

During the 2018 U.S. midterms, under the 
guise of preventing a repeat of the alleged 
2016 election interference by Russia, Face- 
book poured significant resources into en- 
suring that Democrats prevailed, including 
asking content moderators to keep the com- 
pany updated on election-related trends, 
which, Hartwig wrote, made moderators 
akin to “informers in a totalitarian state.” 
But that was just a warm-up for the main 
event in 2020, when, he stated, “they totally 
redesigned ... the way that jobs came into 
our queue” for review of posts. 

The company created a new “Civic Ha- 
rassment” policy that was meant to protect 
public figures from what Facebook con- 
sidered unfair criticism. Hartwig said part 
of the change was to prevent mocking of 
public figures’ health problems, which he 
thinks Facebook could be employing to 
suppress reports of President Joe Biden’s 
seeming cognitive difficulties. 

That’s certainly plausible given that Big 
Tech’s censorship engines were going full 
tilt to guarantee that Biden won the election. 

“By the time 2020 rolled around, 
Google’s entire search engine had been 
weaponized against Donald Trump and 
Facebook weaponized against Donald 
Trump and YouTube weaponized against 
Donald Trump,” charged Vorhies. 

Big Tech’s most notorious intervention 
in the election was its spiking of the Hun- 
ter Biden laptop story. In mid-October, the 
New York Post published two articles mak- 
ing the case that then-candidate Joe Biden 
and his family were engaged in some seri- 
ous — and seriously lucrative — chica- 
nery in Ukraine and China. The articles 
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Ryan’s hope: Former Facebook 
contractor Ryan Hartwig said he felt 
it was his “civic duty” to blow the 
whistle on the company’s censorship. 
People “need to wake up and fight 
back right now, or else we’re going to 
lose all of our liberties,” he declared. 
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were based on documents obtained from a 
laptop computer Joe Biden’s son, Hunter, 
left at a repair shop and never picked up. 

“From the start,” observed journalist 
Glenn Greenwald, “the evidence of au- 
thenticity was overwhelming.” Yet when 
a group of former intelligence officials 
issued a public statement insinuating that 
e-mails found on the laptop were Russian 
disinformation — even though they admit- 
ted they did “not have evidence of Russian 
involvement” — Big Tech immediately 
made an all-out effort to prevent the arti- 
cles’ dissemination. Twitter prohibited all 
discussion of the story, including posting 
links to the articles. Facebook, meanwhile, 
announced that it would proactively sup- 
press all mentions of the story pending a 
“fact check” whose results — or even ex- 
istence — it still refuses to disclose. 

As if that weren’t enough, after the Janu- 
ary 6 Capitol riot, every major platform — 
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Snapchat 
— banished Trump, either permanently or 
for an extended period, supposedly for incit- 
ing violence. NBC News accurately labeled 
the incident “a landmark moment for Amer- 
ica’s social media giants and the most visible 
demonstration yet of their absolute power.” 


Censorship Goes Viral 
As far as Big Tech went to get rid of 
Trump, it has gone to even greater lengths 


to stamp out any dissent from the Anthony 
Fauci/Big Pharma line on COVID-19. 

In April 2020, just a few months into the 
pandemic, YouTube CEO Susan Wojcicki 
stated on CNN’s Reliable Sources that 
YouTube would be taking down “anything 
that would go against World Health Organ- 
ization recommendations” and “anything 
that is medically unsubstantiated,” such 
as claims that vitamin C, which boosts 
the immune system, might help ward off 
COVID-19. 

YouTube continued battling COVID- 
skeptical content on a piecemeal basis 
thereafter, and eventually made it a policy 
to delete videos containing alleged misin- 
formation related to the mRNA vaccines. 

Then, in September 2021, it announced 
a change to its medical misinformation 
policy. Henceforth, “content that falsely 
alleges that approved vaccines are danger- 
ous and cause chronic health effects, claims 
that vaccines do not reduce transmission or 
contraction of disease, or contains misin- 
formation on the substances contained in 
vaccines will be removed.” That goes for 
all vaccines, not just the COVID-19 ones. 

Within hours of announcing the policy 
change, YouTube banned and deleted the 
channels of various vaccine skeptics, in- 
cluding Dr. Joseph Mercola, Dr. Sherri 
Tenpenny, and CHD. 

In a subsequent article, Mercola claimed 


13 


Gl STORY 


that YouTube changed its policy specifi- 
cally to silence him and other vaccine crit- 
ics who had managed to stay within the 
platform’s previous guidelines. “Going 
forward,” he wrote, “being compliant is 
not enough — you must be predictively 
compliant and ensure your videos don’t 
violate some future policy that may be 
dreamt up in a moment without notice.” 

Facebook did its part to suppress content 
questioning official pronouncements on 
COVID-19, too. Besides slapping “misin- 
formation” labels on unapproved opinions 
and links to official sources on every virus- 
related post, the platform also censored 
posts positing that the virus had originated 
in a laboratory in Wuhan, China, primarily 
on the basis of a letter from “27 eminent 
public health experts” to the British medi- 
cal journal The Lancet condemning “con- 
spiracy theories suggesting that COVID-19 
does not have a natural origin.” After the 
letter was revealed to have been composed 
by self-interested scientists and the lab-leak 
theory gained currency among the main- 
stream media, Facebook stopped blocking 
posts on the subject. 

Facebook has also been busy expung- 
ing content questioning the efficacy and 
safety of the vaccines. This was relatively 
easy for the company given that it had 
previously enacted a policy prohibiting 
posts questioning baby vaccines. Screen 
shots of internal Web pages provided to 
THE NEW AMERICAN by Hartwig show 
that in 2019, Facebook was already delet- 
ing content that made statements such as 
“Vaccines are not effective in preventing 
the disease against which they purport to 
protect,” or that came from groups with 
negative opinions of vaccines. 

Twitter got into the act, too, most in- 
famously by permanently ousting former 
New York Times reporter Alex Berenson 
for posting a series of tweets highlighting 
an Israeli study showing that natural im- 
munity to COVID-19 is vastly more effec- 
tive than the vaccines. In a December Wall 
Street Journal op-ed, Berenson claimed he 
had also battled Amazon, which tried to 
suppress two self-published booklets he 
wrote about the virus and the response to it. 


Buying Silence 

Big Tech has also taken to hitting those 
who don’t toe the Fauci line where it hurts 
the most: in their pocketbooks. 
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Ernest Ramirez, a Texas man whose 
16-year-old son died of an enlarged heart 
just days after getting a COVID-19 vaccine, 
started a fundraiser on GoFundMe to enable 
him to travel to Washington to tell his son’s 
story there. GoFundMe shut it down and 
refunded the money that had already been 
donated because, it said, Ramirez had en- 
gaged in “prohibited conduct.” Apparently, 
using GoFundMe to pay for your abortion is 
A-OK, but using it to speak out against the 
COVID regime is beyond the pale. 

LewRockwell.com (LRC), one of the 
oldest and most popular libertarian web- 
sites, was informed in early October that 
Google was cutting off its revenue from 
Google ads appearing on LRC, which 
Rockwell said was “substantial.” Their 
excuse: LRC was spreading “misinfor- 
mation” and “harmful health claims” and 
“undermin[ing] participation or trust in 
electoral or democratic processes.” 

It should also come as no surprise that 
THE NEW AMERICAN and its parent organi- 
zation, The John Birch Society, have come 
under attack from Big Tech. YouTube has 
issued warnings to TNA about its content, 
and in September it removed a non-public 
JBS video on vaccine mandates for violat- 
ing its medical misinformation policy. Ear- 
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lier this year, Facebook restricted the reach 
of both the JBS and TNA pages, causing a 
95-percent decline in the reach of the TNA 
Facebook page. And while neither the JBS 
nor TNA Twitter account has received any 
official restriction notices, it is likely that 
the platform has shadowbanned both: While 
each page has over 10,000 followers, most 
posts attract only a handful of actions. 


Free Speech’s Trump Card? 
With the forces of Big Tech, the media, 
and government against them, what can 
individuals do to fight back? 

Some, such as Trump, are following 
the tried-and-true American approach 
of suing. Trump is the lead plaintiff in a 
class-action lawsuit that seeks “damages 
to deter such behavior in the future and 
injunctions restoring my accounts,” the 
former president wrote in a July 8 Wall 
Street Journal op-ed. 

“Our lawsuits,” explained Trump, 
“argue that Big Tech companies are being 
used to impose illegal and unconstitutional 
government censorship.” He pointed to 
congressional Democrats’ browbeating 
of Big Tech CEOs to get them “to censor 
‘false’ stories and ‘disinformation,’” and 
to the Trusted News Initiative, a Big Tech- 


Two-Facebook: After Mark Zuckerberg gave an address about Facebook’s commitment to 
freedom of speech, content moderators “were warned to watch out for and delete hate speech” 


that resulted, wrote Ryan Hartwig. 
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corporate media agreement that “essen- 
tially takes orders from the CDC [Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention] about 
what information they need to ‘combat.’” 

Since Trump’s piece was published, it 
has come to light that the Biden admin- 
istration is working with Facebook and 
other social-media platforms to combat 
COVID-19 “misinformation” by flagging 
posts with which the administration dis- 
agrees and boosting those it likes. Such 
a revelation could go a long way toward 
helping Trump’s case. 

EFF’s Greene, however, doesn’t think 
Trump’s lawsuit, or any other complaint, 
is likely to succeed. “It’s pretty clearly 
established that the companies have First 
Amendment rights to edit and curate their 
sites the way they see fit,” he said. For 
the same reason, a federal judge issued an 
injunction against a Florida law that seeks 
to outlaw Big Tech censorship. 

That line of reasoning assumes, of 
course, that these companies really are pri- 
vate entities. That same amendment, after 
all, bars government entities from editing 
and curating people’s speech. 

At first glance, the tech giants would ap- 
pear to be wholly private enterprises — they 
certainly reap enormous profits — who only 
occasionally bow to government pressure. 
In reality, though, many of them have ex- 
tensive ties to the U.S. intelligence com- 
munity. The technology behind Google, 
for instance, was secretly funded by the 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and Na- 
tional Security Agency (NSA), and Google 
continues to cooperate with these agencies. 
Many other technology companies have 
also received funding through the CIA’s 
venture-capital firm, In-Q-Tel. Big Tech is 
known to be highly responsive to govern- 
ment requests for information and content 
removal, and why not? Thanks to 2015’s 
Cybersecurity Information Sharing Act, no 
matter how much they spy on and censor 
their users, they are virtually immune from 
lawsuits alleging illegal surveillance as long 
as they share their users’ data with the gov- 
ernment. Thus, it would hardly be a stretch 
to assert, as Trump does, that the companies 
are acting as de facto government agencies 
and therefore should be held to the same 
constitutional standards as de jure ones. 

If the courts don’t do anything about Big 
Tech, perhaps Congress will. Many people 
concerned about online censorship, Trump 
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RNA vaccines and vaccine 
dates, even going so far as 
ing users off platforms for 

ing ex post facto rules. 


included, have called for repealing Section 
230 of the Communications Decency Act of 
1996, which “provides immunity to online 
platforms from civil liability based on third- 
party content and/or for the removal of con- 
tent in certain circumstances,” according to 
ZeroHedge. The argument is that the tech 
giants are hiding behind Section 230 to take 
down content they don’t like, so repealing 
it would force them to leave everything up. 

Greene disagrees. “If you’re someone 
who thinks ... that too much is taken down, 
then you don’t want them changing Section 
230,” he maintained. While repeal might or 
might not prevent Facebook or Twitter from 
censoring conservative content, it would 
definitely drive many smaller platforms out 
of business because they couldn’t afford the 
army of lawyers necessary to defend against 
claims that they had failed to block pornog- 
raphy, obscenity, or violent threats. 


Capital Ideas 

Indeed, Big Tech’s deep pockets mean it 
will fight tooth and nail to prevent any 
legal or regulatory attacks on its preroga- 
tives. The one thing it cannot fight, how- 
ever, is the free market, which might just 
be what does it in. 

For starters, users, without whom these 
companies could not exist, have the ability 
to exert various types of pressure on them. 
They could demand that platforms provide 


clearer explanations of why content is de- 
leted or accounts are disabled, and devel- 
op timely, meaningful appeals processes. 
They could also patronize those platforms 
that let users decide for themselves which 
content they want to see. 

Furthermore, users could push platforms 
to open up their application programming 
interfaces (APIs) to competing services so 
that users could take advantage of the data 
and services provided by the host platforms 
while bypassing features they dislike. Of 
course, since this would also blunt a plat- 
form’s competitive edge, it is not likely to 
happen, but enterprising coders can find 
some ways around the problem. Vorhies, 
for one, is nearing completion of a service 
that will aggregate video content from 
across the Internet and present it to a user 
in much the same way that YouTube rec- 
ommends its own videos to users. 

Another market approach to the problem 
of Big Tech censorship is to create compet- 
ing platforms. However, there are a number 
of barriers to accomplishing this, as EFF’s 
Cory Doctorow detailed in a July article: 


Setting up your own rival platform 
requires that you get cloud services, 
anti-DDoS, domain registration and 
DNS, payment processing and other 
essential infrastructure. Unfortunately, 
every one of these sectors has grown 
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increasingly concentrated, and with 
just a handful of companies dominat- 
ing every layer of the stack, there are 
plenty of weak links in the chain and if 
just one breaks, your service is at risk. 


The other major barrier to starting a com- 
peting platform is getting people to switch 
to it, wrote Doctorow: 


Setting up your own service might get 
you a more nuanced and welcoming 
moderation environment, but it’s not 
going to do you much good if your 
people aren’t willing to give up ac- 
cess to all their friends, customers and 
communities by quitting Facebook 
and joining your nascent alternative, 
not least because there’s a limit to how 
many services you can be active on. 


Parler, Gab, and other alternative plat- 
forms have sprung up, but because they 
are separate and specialized, it will take 
them a long time to reach the popularity 
of the behemoths. Big Tech, in turn, will 
do everything it can to prevent them from 
becoming a threat, as witness Amazon’s de- 
platforming of Parler in January. 

Seeing this, others are taking a more 
comprehensive approach to the problem by 
building not just individual platforms but 
“a second internet,” as Christopher Bedford 
recently wrote in the Federalist. 

Bedford is the chief communications of- 
ficer of RightForge, one of the companies 
that seeks to dethrone Big Tech by creat- 
ing “an internet where people of all politics 
and religions can communicate, interact, 
and conduct commerce free from arbitrary 
power,” he explained. 

“The most powerful insiders in the world 
have turned on the American people and the 
heritage of liberty we cherish, proudly tak- 
ing aim at our open society,” he declared. 
“The only choice remaining is to create an 
alternative; if we don’t forge our own path 
free from their control, this night we’ ve en- 
tered will only grow darker — and longer.” 

Billionaire Frank McCourt, former 
owner of the Los Angeles Dodgers, is also 
trying his hand at slaying the Big Tech 
dragon via an initiative called Project Lib- 
erty. McCourt is investing $100 million in 
a decentralized, blockchain-based “civic 
architecture” for the Internet, starting with 
social-media applications that allow users 
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Viral video: In spring 2020, 
YouTube CEO Susan Wojcicki 
publicly announced her 
intention to delete content 
dissenting from the official 
line on COVID-19. 
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to own their data and take it with them if 
they switch to other platforms. 

But the most famous attempt by far to 
create an alternative Internet comes from 
Big Tech’s most well-known adversary: 
Trump. In October, the former president 
announced that his Trump Media & Tech- 
nology Group (TMTG), which went public 
with an initial enterprise value of $875 mil- 
lion, would shortly be launching a social 
network called TRUTH Social. And that’s 
just the beginning: TMTG also plans to cre- 
ate streaming services with “non-woke” en- 
tertainment and news and, in the long term, 
to establish TMTG Tech Stack, which will 
rival Amazon Web Services, Google Cloud, 
and other cloud-computing platforms. 

“T created TRUTH Social and TMTG to 
stand up to the tyranny of Big Tech,” Trump 
said in a press release. “We live in a world 
where the Taliban has a huge presence on 
Twitter, yet your favorite American President 
has been silenced. This is unacceptable.” 

“Everyone asks me why doesn’t some- 
one stand up to Big 
Tech?” he added. 
“Well, we will be 
soon!” 


Big Tech Is 
Beatable 

Will any of these 
market-based al- 


ternatives succeed in rescuing us from 
Big Tech? It’s certainly possible. Twitter 
rescinded its restrictions on Jessica Wil- 
son’s obituary after a public outcry. The 
JBS and TNA implemented alternative 
strategies such as joining other platforms 
and advertising on radio. Now, according 
to JBS Communications Director Paul 
Dragu, “JBS membership and TNA sub- 
scriptions have been rising at a rate not 
seen in many years.” There is no reason 
to think Big Tech cannot be beaten at its 
own game. 

“The tech geeks that are able to integrate 
well with computers don’t understand that 
they have the power to change the world,” 
said Vorhies. “There are people out there 
that have the skill and have the drive and 
have the obsession to free the world from 
Big Tech’s tyranny, and I hope to set an 
example that one person can change the 
world. And if there’s a person out there 
that can [help], then let’s work together to 
make the world a better place.” Mi 
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The two took jobs with Google and Face- 
book, respectively, believing they were 
helping to make the world a better place. 
When they realized the evil their employ- 
ers were perpetrating, however, they let 
the world know about it, becoming un- 
dercover reporters for Project Veritas, 
then political activists, and now authors, 
Vorhies of Google Leaks and Hartwig of 
Behind the Mask of Facebook. 

On the surface, the two whistleblow- 
ers couldn’t be more different. Hartwig 
is a Mormon with conservative political 
views. Vorhies is an irreligious liberal, 
albeit of the old-fashioned variety: re- 
spectful of others, in favor of free speech, 
and inquisitive rather than doctrinaire. 
Vorhies is a high-tech visionary and en- 
trepreneur who sought employment with 
Google for the challenge of solving prob- 


lems via technology. Hartwig was just a 
guy looking for a paycheck who found 
it as a content moderator for a Facebook 
contractor, where he thought he’d “be 
guarding the platform from the [drug] 
cartels and pornographers.” 

“Instead,” he soon discovered, “Face- 
book would declare that a large part of 
the American public was the real enemy.” 
Google, of course, would do likewise. 

Despite their different backgrounds and 
political persuasions, Vorhies and Hartwig 
have one thing in common: They trust av- 
erage people to be able to sort through 
competing arguments and arrive at the 
truth, while their former employers insist 
on silencing those whose opinions they 
find abhorrent, fearing they might sway 
the great unwashed toward the “wrong” 
beliefs. 


The Google Archipelago 

Vorhies considers the 2016 presidential 
election the impetus for Google’s turn to- 
ward the dark side. The super-rich Silicon 
Valley progressives who ran the company 
were blindsided by Donald Trump’s vic- 
tory over Hillary Clinton. How could they, 
with their unparalleled and unprecedented 
access to information, have failed to see 
it coming? 

The problem could not be that they live 
in an insular world in which they do not 
come into contact with people with views 
different from their own. No, the un- 
washed masses, being “poor, ignorant, and 
easily led” (as the Washington Post once 
described evangelical Christians), had to 
have been fooled by some nefarious “dis- 
information” plot, perhaps cooked up by 
the Russians. 

Thus, Google called an “all-hands” 
meeting the week after the election not to 
perform some soul searching, but to figure 
out how to “prevent this from ever happen- 
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ing again,” as Google executive Jen Gennai 
put it in an undercover video shot by Proj- 
ect Veritas. Company bigwigs made speech 
after speech consoling their employees as if 
there had been “a death in the family,” re- 
called Vorhies. They made sure that every- 
one knew “who was good [Clinton voters] 
and who was bad [Trump voters].” 

At one point, “a question was asked 
which would irrevocably change my 
life,” Vorhies wrote. An employee asked 
if Google could “do something against 
this very organized, very intense cam- 
paign of disinformation targeted at low 
information people.” 

“T think investing in machine learning 
and AI [artificial intelligence] could be one 
way we actually make progress on some of 
this stuff,” responded Google CEO Sundar 
Pichai. The only thing hindering this prog- 
ress was, he said, “a problem of scale and 
not being able to keep up.” 

Vorhies’ interpretation: 


The election of Donald Trump 
was a PROBLEM, which needed a 
SOLUTION. 

“Progress” needed to be made on 
that problem, and the name of the 
solution was “machine learning,” 
which had already been developed. 


As Sundar Pichai had said, the real 
problem was how to “scale” it up. 


The first part of the solution to the “Trump 
problem” was to label stories “fake news,” 
Vorhies discovered when he began search- 
ing internal company documents. Positive 
stories about Trump and negative stories 
about Clinton — even ones that had solid 
sourcing, such as the Benghazi scandal — 
were considered fake and therefore ripe 
for suppression. 

Then Google developed a project 
called Machine Learning Fairness (MLF) 
to combat such “fake news.” Essentially, 
computers would look at data and classify 
it based on the criteria the company sup- 
plied. Favored posts would be promoted, 
while disfavored ones would be demoted 
or even quashed altogether. What’s more, 
MLF would be trained to create a false 
view of reality in order to promote the 
Left’s agenda. If a search for “CEOs” re- 
turned too many males, for example, the 
results would have to be “corrected” so 
as not to reinforce the notion that women 
rarely reach such positions. 

Just to make sure no unapproved news 
slipped through the cracks, Google also 
sought to become a “single point of truth,” 
deciding which stories would be consid- 


Repeat offenders: Caught off guard by Donald Trump’s defeat of Hillary Clinton, Big Tech made 
an all-out effort to ensure such a thing would never happen again. 
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ered news, how they would be ranked, and 
which news sites would be allowed to earn 
money as part of the Facebook news feed. 

Vorhies saw the plan for what it was: a 
replication of the Soviet system in which 
the state claimed a monopoly on truth and 
punished those who failed to accept it. “I 
thought, Oh my, God, communism is com- 
ing to the United States and it’s going to 
be brought to us by Google.” (Emphasis 
in original.) 

Having recognized what the company 
was doing, Vorhies began spotting exam- 
ples of it all over the place. For instance, 
Trump’s much-maligned tweet “Despite 
the constant negative press covfefe” ac- 
tually made sense when one used Google 
Translate to learn that covfefe is an Arabic 
word meaning “we will stand up!” But 
when the New York Times claimed the 
word was “meaningless,” Google quickly 
changed its application to return a shrug 
emoticon instead of “we will stand up!” 

Even stories unrelated to Trump could 
find themselves going down the memory 
hole if they contradicted the “approved” 
version of events. Google made an intense 
effort to suppress stories about the 2017 
mass shooting at Las Vegas’ Mandalay 
Bay Hotel if those stories contained any 
details suggesting the shots didn’t come 
from a “lone nut” gunman with no discern- 
ible motive — a narrative with holes big 
enough to drive a Mack truck through. 
According to Vorhies, “EVERY MAJOR 
news organization got at least one of their 
articles about the Las Vegas massacre 
blacklisted by Google Search,” and half 
of YouTube’s blacklist was devoted to the 
shooting (with about 95 percent of all en- 
tries related to mass shootings in general). 

Speaking of blacklists, YouTube’s also 
banned a variety of other subjects, includ- 
ing “cancer cure,” “Black Lives Matter,” 
and “The 8th Amendment of the Consti- 
tution of Ireland,” which just happens to 
recognize the personhood of the unborn. 
Google’s Android news platform, mean- 
while, shut out conservative and libertar- 
ian sites. 


Socialist Media 

At the time Hartwig worked at the Phoe- 
nix, Arizona, office of Facebook contrac- 
tor Cognizant (2018-2020), Facebook’s 
censorship approach was much lower-tech 
than Google’s, relying on human content 
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moderators to review offending posts that 
had been reported to the company and de- 
cide whether to leave them up or delete 
them. It was a very labor-intensive method 
and took its toll on many of the modera- 
tors, who had to review at least 300 posts 
a day, many of them featuring profanity, 
pornography, or extreme violence. 

The process was seemingly well- 
intentioned, trying “to come up with 
reasonable rules for social media,” as 
Hartwig put it. However, what might ap- 
pear reasonable to some — allowing all 
opinions to be heard — does not appear 
reasonable to others, who believe that 
views to the right of Clinton’s constitute 
“hate speech” that should be suppressed. 
As one Cognizant policy-team mem- 
ber told Hartwig, “I think they’re more 
likely to make a right-wing person a hate 
figure [who should therefore be banned 
from Facebook], but it’s easier to make 
them a hate figure because the policies 
are around things that they normally say 
being considered hate speech.” 

Hartwig initially became suspicious of 
Facebook’s motives in June 2018, when 
Cognizant employees were given special 
instructions for moderating posts during 
Pride Month. First, they were told to be 
extra-vigilant about hate speech against 
the LGBTQ community. Then they were 
informed that Facebook was making an 
exception to its usual policy prohibiting 
nudity; any nudity appearing in pride 
marches, of which there is apparently a 
considerable amount, was to be allowed. 
Furthermore, while it was normally pol- 
icy to delete any posts calling someone 
“filth,” moderators were not to delete any 
posts in which an LGBTQ person called 
straight white males “filth.” 

“That was one of the first inklings to me 
of the political leanings of the company, 
and that they weren’t interested in a level 
playing field but wanted to tilt the discus- 
sion in a certain way,” wrote Hartwig. 

Indeed, such exceptions — almost al- 
ways in favor of the Left — increasingly 
became the rule. Advocating or depicting 
violence against someone was once au- 
tomatic grounds for deletion, but as the 
Trump administration wore on, Facebook 
made an exception for images of Trump’s 
throat being slashed. Also, posting video 
of, or praising, post-George Floyd violent 
protests, including those of Antifa (“not 
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As bleak as things may seem in our Orwellian digital world, 
it's good to know that those who have experienced It up close 
and know its inner workings haven't given up hope — far from 


it, in fact. 


How do you solve a problem like The Donald? Google CEO Sundar Pichai told employees the 
company’s investments in “machine learning” could be the key to stymieing Trump. 


considered a hate org,” moderators were 
told), was acceptable. Saying white men 
are “the biggest terror threat in this coun- 
try” should have been disallowed as “de- 
humanizing” — unless you’re CNN’s Don 
Lemon, in which case Facebook will let 
you get away with it. Calling someone an 
animal in a negative way, even referring 
to illegal immigrants metaphorically as 
“leeches,” was against the rules — except 
when someone called Trump or a police 
officer a “pig.” Saying a public figure who 
is also a minor is “retarded” was allowed 
— until people started applying the term 
to Greta Thunberg. 

Trump proved to be as big a bugaboo 
for Facebook as he had for Google. “My 
perception,” penned Hartwig, “was that 
Facebook treated any instance of Trump 


opening his mouth as hate speech. This 
treatment trickled down to Trump’s sup- 
porters.” Moderators were constantly 
warned to be on the lookout for pro-Trump 
posts. Ameme comparing Trump support- 
ers to Ku Klux Klan members was OK’d 
under an exception to Facebook’s bullying 
policy that permits epithets leftists like to 
hurl at their opponents such as “racist,” 
“xenophobe,” and “Nazi.” Any posts fa- 
voring Trump’s border policies were de- 
leted. A meme saying genders other than 
male or female constituted “mental dis- 
orders” was initially allowed because it 
contravened no existing policy, but it was 
later prohibited as “hate speech” because 
Trump was considering ordering federal 
agencies to recognize only an individual’s 
birth sex. And while Facebook meddles 
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Pride of face: Facebook made exceptions to its rules to promote Pride Month 2018, including 


allowing nudity and certain insults — but only from the LGBTQ crowd. 


in elections the world over, the 2018 U.S. 
elections were “a monumental priority” 
for the company, noted Hartwig. “They 
stressed over and over the importance of 
having US content moderators to prevent 
the Russian interference that [allegedly] 
happened in 2016” and, in their minds, 
tricked the rubes in flyover country into 
voting for Trump. 

Facebook is also intensely interested 
in matters of race, and despite the fact 
that the vast majority of the company’s 
executives are white, it naturally comes 
down on the side of all other races. (Neu- 
trality is apparently not an option.) Ac- 
cording to Hartwig, “Facebook’s own 
Hate Speech policy allows for expressing 
pride in one’s own race as long as you 
don’t put down another race,” but it also 
says that “white pride ... is a hate slogan, 
and has always been.” “Black power” is 
acceptable because it “is a slogan repre- 
senting a movement in support of rights 
and political power for black people,” 
while “white power” is unacceptable 
because it is considered a synonym for 
“white nationalism.” 

The company doesn’t just hate white 
nationalism, though. “Facebook truly 
considers nationalist groups [of any kind, 
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anywhere in the world] as enemy number 
one,” averred Hartwig. 

The list of Facebook’s interventions on 
behalf of progressive causes is seemingly 
endless. From “climate change” to abor- 
tion to firearms, “Facebook has become 
a bludgeon to enforce certain ideas and 
simultaneously attack so-called ‘wrong- 
think,’” Hartwig declared. 


The Rest of the Story 

In the later chapters of their books, Vo- 
rhies and Hartwig recount their post-Big 
Tech lives, including their experiences 
with Project Veritas and the minor-celeb- 
rity status that accompanied it, perhaps 
culminating for Vorhies when Trump 
called him “an American hero.” They also 
suggest ways to defeat Big Tech, such as 
rescinding its immunity from censorship 
lawsuits under Section 230 of the Com- 
munications Decency Act or launching 
alternative platforms. 

Google Leaks and Behind the Mask 
of Facebook are extremely informative 
books on a vitally important topic: free- 
dom of speech in the digital era. Both 
offer easy-to-read prose that explains 
technical concepts in layman’s terms 
along with copious endnotes and color 
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photos documenting some of their claims. 
Google Leaks reads to some extent like 
a novel because it tells much of Vorhies’ 
life story and is quite dramatic at times, 
such as when Google sent the police to 
perform a “wellness check” on Vorhies 
two months after he’d left the company. 
Behind the Mask of Facebook, on the 
other hand, is fairly matter-of-fact, with 
little drama; Hartwig’s job as a content 
moderator simply ended when Cognizant 
prematurely terminated its contract with 
Facebook. (He suspects Facebook has 
since invented higher-tech ways of mod- 
erating content “without the fragile flaws 
of human beings.”) 

Credit is also due to Kent Heckenlive- 
ly, who co-authored both books, for help- 
ing Vorhies and Hartwig tell their stories 
in their own words rather than homog- 
enizing their verbiage. Heckenlively has 
had his own experience with censorship, 
having been banned from Australia for 
three years (starting in 2017) for being 
“anti-vaccine.” 

A few small criticisms are in order. 
At 352 pages, Behind the Mask of Face- 
book could have used a bit of trimming. 
While it’s understandable that some ex- 
amples of Facebook bias would be men- 
tioned in more than one chapter, several 
of them seem to pop up again and again, 
giving the text a somewhat repetitive feel. 
Google Leaks, on the other hand, feels a 
little light on details of Google’s censor- 
ship programs in its 208 pages. A relative- 
ly small portion of the book delves into 
those programs; much of the rest is spent 
on Vorhies’ pre- and post-Google life, 
which, while interesting, doesn’t exactly 
fall under the rubric of an “exposé of big 
tech censorship.” 


Vorhies a Jolly Good Fellow 
As bleak as things may seem in our Or- 
wellian digital world, it’s good to know 
that those who have experienced it up 
close and know its inner workings haven’t 
given up hope — far from it, in fact. In 
his epilogue, Vorhies shared these words 
of optimism: 
When people ask me, “Zach, what 
do you think is going to come of all 


this?” I always say the same thing. 


“Something wonderful.” Hf 
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POLITICS 


GRAVE DANGER 
OR VACCINE COERCION? 


The Biden administration is using OSHA to implement its vaccine mandate, saying SARS- 
CoV-2 poses a grave danger to the workforce. This is little more than intimidation and 
coercion, and defies common sense. 


Regulatory workaround: Biden knew he couldn’t get Congress to pass a law mandating COVID 
vaccines, so he had one of his regulatory agencies require employers to mandate the vaccine 
for him. 


by Cathy Spigarelli 


GG G rave danger!” These are 
strong words that immedi- 
ately conjure up images of 

a worker teetering off the edge of an un- 

guarded rooftop or elbow-deep in an elec- 

trical panel with the power on. But would 
you use these words to describe the risk 
of COVID transmission in your office? 

As we approach the two-year mark of the 

COVID-19 pandemic with millions of 

Americans having some form of immuni- 


Cathy A. Spigarelli, MS, CHMM, is a corporate envi- 
ronmental health and safety manager for a chemical 


company. 
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ty, “grave danger” is not an apt description 
of the risk of COVID infection in most 
U.S. work environments. Yet, the Occu- 
pational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) is set to release an Emergency 
Temporary Standard (ETS) that is based 
on the determination that workers are in 
grave danger due to exposure to COVID 
in the workplace, and therefore, the ETS is 
needed to protect them. Unfortunately, this 
ETS has little to do with worker protection 
and more to do with vaccine coercion by 
the federal government. 

On October 12, OSHA submitted the 
ETS to the Office of Management and 
Budget for review, and the rule is set to go 
into effect on January 4, 2022. The OSHA 


ETS will require employers with 100 or 
more employees to ensure their workers 
are fully vaccinated or require unvaccinat- 
ed workers to produce a negative COVID 
test result weekly before coming to work. 
This is all to protect workers from the 
“grave danger” of COVID transmission 
in the workplace, or so they say. 

If one accepts the stated ETS objec- 
tive of worker protection from COVID 
transmission, the details of the standard 
do not add up. If the vaccinated — and 
we know this to be true — can become 
infected by and transmit the SARS-CoV-2 
virus, do they not present a danger to their 
vaccinated and unvaccinated co-workers? 
The COVID vaccine does not eliminate 
the risk of COVID transmission in the 
workplace, so why exclude the vaccinated 
from weekly testing? Contrary to the mes- 
saging of the media and government that 
vaccination protects others, COVID vac- 
cines only offer some protection to those 
who receive them. One must question the 
true objective of the ETS, and this should 
make it difficult for OSHA to substantiate 
a “grave danger” claim during the legal 
challenges that most definitely lie ahead. 
And while they are at it, OSHA should be 
forced to explain why a “grave danger” 
exists at an employer with 100 employees, 
but not at one with 99. 

If mitigating COVID transmission 
is the goal of the ETS, it makes logical 
sense to require a negative COVID test 
result for all employees. But the ETS only 
requires this testing for the unvaccinated. 
A more effective strategy for mitigation 
of viral transmission between co-workers 
would be to make this a requirement for 
all workers, vaccinated and unvaccinated 
alike (given that vaccination does not stop 
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What has changed since the pandemic began in March 2020 
that we now, when the number of cases and deaths are on the 
decline, need a vaccine mandate and burdensome weekly 

testing? It is not because the pandemic is currently raging out 


of control. 


Is this really necessary? Requiring employees to get a vaccine with dangerous side effects for 
a disease with a 99-percent-plus survival rate, especially when much of the workforce has either 
already been vaccinated or has natural immunity, makes little sense. 


transmission or infection). Giving the vac- 
cinated a pass from demonstrating they are 
COVID-free is illogical and creates doubt 
about the true motivation behind this stan- 
dard. In addition, the ETS, not surpris- 
ingly, neglects to offer exemption to those 
with natural immunity (some 120 million 
Americans as of May 2021, according to 
the CDC), something that has been shown 
to create robust protection from COVID 
infection. The goal of the ETS is clearly 
not solely to prevent the transmission of 
disease in the workplace. If it were, the 
ground rules would look a lot different. 
According to the CDC, as of October 
6, daily COVID cases had decreased by 
more than 11 percent, and this trend has 
continued to date. Most Americans have 
some form of immunity, either natural or 
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vaccine-induced, so maybe herd immu- 
nity has been achieved, or at least will be 
achieved in the near future. Yet, the Biden 
administration insists on coming late to 
the party and creating chaos for employ- 
ers by adding burdensome regulations that 
contribute little in terms of solutions for a 
problem that is waning. OSHA will have 
to answer the question: Why now? What 
has changed since the pandemic began in 
March 2020 that we now, when the num- 
ber of cases and deaths are on the decline, 
need a vaccine mandate and burdensome 
weekly testing? It is not because the pan- 
demic is currently raging out of control. 
Instead, this is happening because the 
Biden administration is frustrated with the 
40 percent of Americans who remain short 
of being fully vaccinated (https://usafacts. 
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org/visualizations/covid-vaccine-tracker- 
states/) according to current CDC dogma. 
This is yet another example of politics 
(and the need for power and control) get- 
ting in the way of public-health progress. 

For all the reasons mentioned above, 
it will be challenging for OSHA to 
prove that the ETS objective is worker 
protection, and that a grave danger ex- 
ists. And further difficulty was created 
by the Biden administration itself. On 
September 9, President Biden spoke to 
the American people and openly stated 
that he is frustrated with unvaccinated 
Americans, but that he had a plan. “First, 
we must increase vaccinations among 
the unvaccinated with new vaccination 
requirements.” He then went on to an- 
nounce the OSHA ETS. Knowing full 
well that the federal government does 
not have legal authority to enforce a vac- 
cine mandate, he nevertheless hatched a 
plan to coerce the unvaccinated through 
the OSHA ETS, effectively making life 
difficult for the unvaccinated. Biden’s 
admission that the ETS is about vaccine 
coercion rather than worker protection 
should make defending this ETS chal- 
lenging, if not impossible. 

It didn’t take long after Biden’s 
speech for 24 state attorneys general to 
threaten the Biden administration with 
legal action over what they consider an 
illegal use of an OSHA ETS. In a let- 
ter directly to the president, nearly half 
the state AGs have sent the message that 
Biden’s plan is disastrous and counter- 
productive. They warn that Americans 
will leave the job market rather than 
comply, and this will add further strain 
on the labor market, “burdening compa- 
nies and [therefore] threatening the jobs 
of even those who have received a vac- 
cine.” They make a solid point. One of 
the worst scenarios for employee safety 
is working long hours and struggling 
in a stressful work environment, such 
as at an understaffed business. In ad- 
dition, high-priority safety initiatives, 
such as fall protection, machine guard- 
ing, and the control of hazardous energy, 
become diluted when lower-risk issues 
such as COVID transmission are treated 
as a high priority. COVID transmission 
is not a work-related hazard, but rather 
a hazard affecting the world in general. 
What’s next for OSHA? Regulations on 
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flu transmission at work, second-hand 
smoke on the job, or the spread of STDs 
between co-workers? The ETS dilutes 
and diminishes OSHA’s ostensible mis- 
sion to protect the American worker from 
job-specific hazards and substances in 
the workplace. It is not OSHA’s place 
to protect workers from the hazards of 
the world (outside of work). OSHA was 
never intended to regulate public health. 

From a legal perspective, the ETS 
will be challenged over violation of the 
Constitution and overstepping of execu- 
tive authority. The state of Arizona has 
already filed a lawsuit challenging the 
ETS. Their basis? That it exceeds Biden’s 
executive authority and is a violation of 
the Constitution’s equal-protection clause 
via discrimination. The discrimination 
claim is based on the lack of a vaccine 
requirement for those unlawfully enter- 
ing the United States while holding U.S. 
citizens to a different standard. The 24 
state AGs agree that the Biden adminis- 
tration has overstepped its bounds, stat- 
ing, “Your edict is also illegal.” Con- 
gress oversees maintaining the balance 
of power between Federal and State 


governments, and traditionally, the states 
have had the responsibility for local pub- 
lic health. OSHA, a federal Executive 
Branch agency, will now be stepping on 
state toes. The state AGs state that Con- 
gress would need to weigh in before such 
a radical change in the constitutional bal- 
ance of power could take place. In addi- 
tion, OSHA has not been empowered to 
“regulate private health decisions made 
outside of work.” The AGs let Biden 
know that he has veered out of his lane, 
stating, “Congress has not clearly granted 
you the authority to impose your sweep- 
ing vaccine mandate, which would have 
enormous social, economic, and political 
consequences.” 

To understand the potential outcome of 
the legal challenges made against OSHA’s 
ETS, it may be beneficial to look to the 
past. Historically, OSHA has issued nine 
ETSs, with six of these being legally chal- 
lenged. Only one of these was upheld by 
a court. The rest were stayed or vacated. 
So, unless a court issues a stay that pre- 
vents ETS enforcement, the ETS require- 
ments will be put in place as we wait for 
the legal system to do its job. By the time 


Bigger fish to fry: Laying aside the fact that OSHA is unconstitutional, there are plenty of 
potentially dangerous work environments with real workplace hazards that the agency should be 
focusing on. All the hype about vaccines is a waste of time and a distraction. 
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a court reaches a decision to uphold the 
ETS or not, vaccine coercion and wide- 
spread weekly testing could be imple- 
mented throughout much of corporate 
America. Coercion of the unvaccinated 
American public will have happened just 
as the Biden administration planned. Co- 
ercion, keep in mind, is the unjust use of 
force to compel people or populations to 
take action against their will. When a run- 
of-the-mill criminal does this, it is called 
blackmail and is a crime. 

The use of illegal and unjust mandates 
that exceed executive authority and do 
not stand up to legal scrutiny in court 
was a tactic used repeatedly by state 
governments at the beginning of the pan- 
demic. In the state of Wisconsin, as in 
many other states, citizens were illegally 
forced to wear masks for months because 
of a mandate from Governor Tony Evers. 
Eventually, this mandate was overturned 
by the courts, but the objective to mask all 
Wisconsinites for months was achieved. 
Change happened despite the illegal ap- 
proach taken. The same manipulative 
strategy may be what we are witnessing 
now with the OSHA ETS. 

According to Bloomberg Law, “a fed- 
eral court of appeals might very well 
conclude that he [Joe Biden] is not per- 
mitted to exceed the statutory rulemak- 
ing authority in the OSHA Act by either 
unnecessarily bypassing the rulemaking 
process for new standards or by issuing 
a standard that is a public health directive 
camouflaged as a workplace safety and 
health rule.” Hopefully, the courts will 
see their way to a stay order for this ETS 
and not put an already-burdened corporate 
America through the ringer with another 
onerous regulation. 

Representatives Virginia Foxx (R-N.C.) 
and Fred Keller (R-Pa.) attempted to guide 
and counsel OSHA on this matter. They 
strongly urged OSHA “‘to consider the real- 
world experiences of employers and their 
employees, experiences of OSHA State 
Plans, the evolving nature of the disease 
and associated public health guidance, and 
the promising deployment of new vaccines 
before rushing to enact sweeping new man- 
dates that may create unsound policy with 
no improvement to workplace safety.” In 
other words, put down your political weap- 
ons and do what is right for public health, 
employers, and employees. Ml 
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Now offering for sale 


‘Pence Select” 
Walnut Seedlings 


The 44,000 trees planted in 1989 are 
from a highly diverse genetic pool. The 
seedlings available to you will be from 
nuts gathered from the best 200 trees! 


This is an exceptional opportunity to 
secure superior quality Black Walnut 
seedlings! 


For more information contact: we er y | 4 
Hugh B. Pence Wile : : ay Serving our area 
1420 Adams St. ¢ Lafayette, IN 47905 rite " a ’ i 
Ph: (765) 742-4269 = aos Z since 1269 
Fax: (765) 742-6667 One of many 27-year-old 151 S. Main St., 
E-mail: hughbpence@cs.com Sup erb trees Myrtle Creek, OR 97457 


Containerized Storage From 


The People Who Invented The Concept 


CONTAINER, INC. 


Serving You Since 1976 


Straight From the Harbor to Your Site 
Refrigerated Units Always Available 
LENGTHS UP TO 45' 

24-HOUR DELIVERY 

BUY OR RENT 


www.container.com 
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STATES PUSH BACK AGAINST 
COVID TECHNOCRACY 


Over the past year and 
a half, Americans have 
witnessed unprecedented 
government overreach in 
the name of fighting COVID- 
19. State legislatures across 
the country are doing 
something about it. 


by Peter Rykowski 


hen COVID-19 was un- 
leashed upon the United 
States in early 2020, many 


state and local governments quickly 
imposed a wide range of tyrannical 
restrictions on the American people. 
These included lockdowns, limits on 
public gatherings, business and church 
closures, and mask mandates. These re- 
strictions were driven primarily by state 
governors, but also by state and local 
public-health officials, many of whom 
were unelected, and even Republican- 
controlled states were impacted. The 
results included widespread suppres- 
sion of individual rights and significant 
damage to people’s livelihoods. 

One year later, state legislatures across 
the nation are acting to ensure this does 
not happen again. Already, a majority of 
states have passed legislation in 2021 
limiting the power of state and local of- 
ficials to impose lockdowns, mask and 
vaccine mandates, and other tyrannical 
“public health” actions, thereby pushing 
back against COVID technocracy and 
government overreach. 

According to a September report by 


Peter Rykowski is a research associate for The John 
Birch Society, manages JBS'’s legislative alerts, and 
is editor of the JBS Bulletin. 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


= 


Le £ 
a 


i 


Lockdown madness: In 2020, state and local officials — many of whom were unelected — 
imposed harsh lockdowns, business and church closures, and other draconian measures. These 


policies ruined the livelinoods of many Americans. 


Kaiser Health News (KHN), 26 states — 
more than half — enacted legislation this 
year limiting government public-health 
powers in some form. Additionally, the 
report found that three additional states 
had limited public-health powers through 
non-legislative means, including state su- 
preme court rulings, executive orders, and 
ballot measures. 

These governmental limitations came 
in various forms, depending on the state. 
The report found that 16 state legislatures 
limited officials’ power to impose mask 
mandates or to quarantine citizens. Many 
of these legislatures also created process- 
es allowing them to overturn such orders, 
even if signed by the governor. Addition- 
ally, 17 states limited, or completely pro- 
hibited, vaccine passports and mandatory 
vaccinations, while nine states limited or 
prohibited mask mandates. 

KHN’s report largely mirrors an ear- 
lier report, published on July 29, by Pew 
Charitable Trusts finding that at least 20 


states had passed legislation this year limit- 
ing government public-health powers. 

All told, this represents significant 
progress in limiting COVID tyranny. Al- 
though more work is needed, especially in 
“blue” states — most of the reforms hap- 
pened in Republican-controlled states — 
and on the federal level, these actions are a 
big step toward the countering of COVID 
overreach that The John Birch Society has 
been calling for since the virus spread to 
the United States. 


State Legislatures Act 

A look at some individual state actions il- 
lustrates the progress made this year in lim- 
iting government public-health powers. 

In Montana, for example, the legislature 
passed multiple bills limiting government 
public-health powers. One of these is H.B. 
121, which significantly limits the authori- 
ty of unelected local health boards. Among 
other reforms, it allows elected officials to 
change or rescind the orders of local health 
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More tyranny is coming: Both in the United States and worldwide, governments are increasingly 
imposing vaccine mandates and passports. State legislatures can and must act immediately to 


put an end to this tyranny. 


boards, including completely prohibiting 
them from taking certain actions, such as 
shutting down churches. 

The state’s legislature also passed H.B. 
257, which protects businesses from lo- 
cal-government-imposed COVID restric- 
tions and other forms of overreach. It also 
passed H.B. 702, which prohibits “vaccine 
passports” and is one of the strongest such 
laws in the country. 

Tennessee is another state where sig- 
nificant reform occurred. The state has 
six Metro Health Departments, fully com- 
prised of unelected bureaucrats, covering 
the counties with the state’s largest cities. 
Prior to and during COVID-19, the boards’ 
orders carried the force of law and, em- 
powered by an executive order signed by 
Governor Bill Lee, they took draconian 
actions that included unilaterally closing 
businesses, issuing curfews, limiting the 
size of public gatherings, and issuing mask 
mandates. 

In response, the Tennessee General As- 
sembly passed S.B. 858, which reformed 
the health boards to make them advisory 
and prohibited government entities from 
establishing vaccine passports. Further- 
more, the General Assembly enacted H.B. 
13, prohibiting government entities from 
mandating any of the COVID-19 vac- 
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cines. These actions marked a major push- 
back against government unaccountability 
and overreach in Tennessee. 

Some states did not achieve reform eas- 
ily, and even many Republican governors 
opposed limitations on their power or the 
power of unelected bureaucrats. In Indi- 
ana, the General Assembly overrode two 
vetoes by Republican Governor Eric Hol- 
comb, enacting limitations on both guber- 
natorial and local public-health powers. 
Holcomb, still unwilling to accept a check 
on his power, is seeking to overturn the 
first of these laws at the Indiana Supreme 
Court. Legislators overrode vetoes by 
Republican governors of similar bills in 
North Dakota and Ohio. 

Overall, states made significant prog- 
ress in rolling back state and local “emer- 
gency” powers and ensuring a greater pro- 
tection of individual freedom. 

In other states, primarily those with 
Democratic governors and Republican 
legislatures, the pathways to reform were 
more unusual. For example, Pennsylvania 
voters limited Governor Tom Wolf’s emer- 
gency powers by passing two constitutional 
amendments via a referendum. In Wiscon- 
sin, the state Supreme Court found that both 
local and gubernatorial COVID mandates 
violated the state constitution. Meanwhile, 
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Republican legislators in Michigan took 
advantage of a unique provision in the state 
constitution to repeal — without Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer’s signature — a 1945 
emergency powers law. 

In Kentucky, Democratic Governor 
Andy Beshear attempted to strike down 
in court three bills limiting his emergency 
powers that the Republican-controlled 
General Assembly had passed over his 
vetoes. These included legislation limit- 
ing the scope and length of his orders and 
giving the General Assembly and the state 
attorney general a say in such matters. Ina 
victory for liberty, the Kentucky Supreme 
Court unanimously voted in August to up- 
hold the General Assembly’s authority to 
limit executive power. 


Problems Remain 

Despite the progress outlined above, 
much more work remains to fully protect 
one’s individual rights from tyrannical 
health edicts. 

In Texas, legislators failed to enact 
meaningful limitations on Republican 
Governor Greg Abbott’s emergency pow- 
ers. In early 2020, Abbott used those pow- 
ers to unilaterally order draconian COVID 
restrictions, notably leading to the jail- 
ing of salon owner Shelley Luther for de- 
fying his edicts. Despite it being a legisla- 
tive priority in 2021, legislators failed to 
agree on a bill to rein in those powers. 
Later that year, in October, Governor Ab- 
bott formally requested that the legislature 
prohibit all COVID-19 vaccine mandates 
in the state. Once again, legislators left 
Austin without passing such legislation. 

Even in states that passed substantive 
reforms, legal loopholes remain. In Flori- 
da, for example, Governor Ron DeSantis 
signed S.B. 2006, which banned govern- 
ment and business vaccine passports. How- 
ever, this bill did not change a state law 
giving Florida’s chief public-health officer 
— currently the state surgeon general — 
total power to vaccinate individuals against 
their will during a public-health emergency. 
Similar statutes still exist in other states, in- 
cluding Kansas, Idaho, and Massachusetts, 
while multiple states have statutes allowing 
for mandatory quarantining. 

If state legislators are serious about coun- 
tering COVID overreach, they should be 
expected to make repealing these statutes 
a priority for the next legislative sessions. 
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Now, legislators must also respond to 
President Joe Biden’s unconstitutional 
vaccine mandates, which he decreed on 
September 9 and which would force an es- 
timated 100 million Americans to get the 
COVID-19 vaccine. As of this writing, four 
states — Florida, Idaho, Tennessee, and Wy- 
oming — have announced special sessions 
focused on combating the federal mandates. 
These sessions are an excellent opportunity 
for states to nullify the mandates in accor- 
dance with Article VI of the Constitution, 
which requires that only constitutional laws 
be enforced. State legislators would be wise 
to enforce the Constitution without compro- 
mising or backing down. 

The special sessions also represent 
another opportunity to further limit the 
powers of public-health bureaucrats. In 
addition to countering the federal govern- 
ment’s mandates, among other actions, 
Tennessee’s session is expected to enact 
further limitations on the powers of the 
governor and local health departments. 


Danger of Technocracy 

These state reforms are so important because 
they directly counter the push toward tech- 
nocracy. As Patrick Wood notes in his 2018 


book Technocracy: The Hard Road to World 
Order, technocracy, or a “scientific dictator- 
ship,” is the preferred government of those 
pushing for a global “New World Order.” 
It is essentially central planning under the 
tule of elites and “experts,” and it disregards 
God-given individual rights. 

Although much of the focus on tech- 
nocracy is on the global level — the 
UN’s Agenda 2030 is an example of this 
— it has also been implemented domes- 
tically. The Deep State has been work- 
ing toward technocracy for decades and, 
as Wood notes, the term itself has been 
prominent since the early 1930s. 

The implementation of sweeping 
“health” powers for unelected bureau- 
crats is one example of this. Other ex- 
amples include the delegation of state 
election-administration powers from 
the legislative to executive branches, 
allowing for governors and unelected 
bureaucrats to unilaterally change elec- 
tion rules during COVID-19; “merit se- 
lection” systems for choosing judges, 
which are ideologically biased in favor 
of liberals; “independent” redistricting 
commissions; and the public-school sys- 
tem, which subverts parental authority 
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Victory for freedom: This year, over half of U.S. states limited the powers of state and local 
officials, and some appointed pro-freedom individuals to public-health positions. Florida 


Governor Ron DeSantis (pictured) has done both. 
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and actively indoctrinates children with 
Marxist ideology. 

Many of these “reforms,” in addition to 
directly violating the U.S. Constitution’s 
various provisions, shift power away from 
the American electorate and empower 
technocrats who disregard both the Con- 
stitution and individual God-given rights. 
Accordingly, they represent an existential 
threat to America’s status as a free, consti- 
tutional republic. 

Thankfully, liberty-minded state leg- 
islators have begun to push back on all 
these fronts, but bolder action is needed 
to fully protect Americans from the threat 
of technocracy. 


Changing the People 

In addition to legislative curtailment of 
totalitarian health powers, many public- 
health officials are being replaced. Accord- 
ing to KHN’s report, at least 303 state and 
local public-health department leaders have 
either resigned — often in disgust over their 
curtailed power due to the various legisla- 
tive reforms — retired, or been fired. 

COVID-19 has also caused many conser- 
vative leaders to pay closer attention to the 
quality of those whom they appoint to pub- 
lic-health positions. Florida’s new surgeon 
general, Dr. Joseph Ladapo, is a prominent 
example of this. Appointed by Governor 
Ron DeSantis in September, Dr. Ladapo is a 
vocal opponent of lockdowns, business and 
church closures, and mandates. 

A signatory of the Great Barrington 
Declaration, Ladapo stated in September 
that “we need to respect human rights” 
and that “it’s not virtuous and it’s not right 
to just sort of take away those rights from 
individuals.” He also criticized the Deep 
State push for vaccinations as “almost like 
a religion” when “lots of good pathways 
to health” exist. As long as people such 
as Dr. Ladapo hold public-health offices, 
Americans can be more confident that 
government will protect their God-given 
freedoms. Governors and legislators would 
be wise to place their focus on filling such 
positions, while simultaneously advancing 
more structural legislative reforms. 

Although much more work needs to be 
done, state legislators, at least in red and 
purple states, have made an encouraging 
amount of progress this year toward limit- 
ing technocracy and protecting the medi- 
cal freedom of Americans. 
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BLOW 
MOLDING 
SPECIALISTS 


Confer Plastics has been proudly 
making all of our products 
in the United States since . 
1973. 


More than 200 people work at 

our factory near Niagara Falls, 

New York where they operate some of 
the largest blow molding machines in 
the world to make durable consumer 
products that you are likely familiar 
with. 


PROPRIETARY PRODUCTS 

The pool & spa industry is an important 
part of who we are and what we do. 
Our Confer-branded products - like 
ladders, steps, and spa cabinets - 
are beloved in the industry. We have 
a strong reputation of providing 
innovative goods of the highest quality 
that allow families to get the most 
enjoyment out of their backyard. 


CUSTOM BLOW MOLDING 

As a custom manufacturer, we 
have helped countless inventors and 
entrepreneurs achieve their American 
Dream by allowing them to transform 
their ideas into reality. 


To learn more about us, visit our website 
at www.ConferPlastics.com 


> Confer Plastics Headquarters 
97 Witmer Road 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120-2421 


Confer Plastics Distribution Center 
2107 Liberty Drive 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304 


CONFER 


Pa Tete 


‘CONFER 


‘INNOVATIONS 


Kayaks and Paddleboards 
We helped to develop one of the 
very first blow-molded kayaks. 


The Living Hinge 

In the 1960s, Ray Confer invented the 
living hinge that is used on almost every 
tool case and tackle box the world over. 


Flexible Funnels 

Doug Confer’s flexible fuel funnel was 
patented in 1976 and we made hundreds 
of thousands of them. You will still see 
them in use in most every garage. 


Purple Martin Gourds 

Were it not for plastic gourds like this one 

the Purple Martin would be extinct. Over the 
a J centuries, the colorful bird evolved to need 

human-made birdhouses. 


Pool Ladders 

We've always been a leader when it comes 
to safety. Features such as the patented 
Roll-Guard enclosure on this ladder give 
parents the peace of mind they need to 
know that their children can’t enter their 
swimming pool when it is unsupervised. 


Tel: 1-800-635-3213 | E-mail: plastics@ConferPlastics.com | Web: www.ConferPlastics.com 
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TRUMPWORLD 


Trumpworld goes far beyond the person and presidency of Donald J. Trump; it’s a 
movement of patriots aiming to restore what is good and great about America. THE 
New AmericAN has chronicled this phenomenon in a special collector's edition. 


by Selwyn Duke 


hat ex-White House 
aide and pugilist of 
the pen Pat Buchanan 


could rightly be called the 
“godfather of Trumpism,” as 
the Christian Science Monitor 
dubbed him in May 2016, gets 
at the thesis put forth by THE 
NEW AMERICAN’S just-released 
special edition “bookazine,” 
Trumpworld. To wit: 

“The principal personality 
in Trumpworld is, of course, 
Donald Trump,” as TNA 
editor-in-chief Gary Benoit 
puts it in the bookazine’s in- 
troduction. “But Trumpworld 
and Trump, though now very 
intertwined, are not the same. 
Trumpworld existed long be- 
fore Trump threw his hat into 
the political ring, though under 
different names, such as the 
Tea Party or (earlier) the Silent 
Majority.” 


if 
WE 


Although it’s surely true that TRUMPING 


“great minds discuss ideas” THE DEEP STATE | 


while “small minds discuss 
people,” as Eleanor Roosevelt 
observed, people don’t follow 
ideas — people follow people. And now that “Silent Majority” is 
silent no more. Its ignored millions spoke a bit through Buchanan, 
who made waves via 1992, ’96, and 2000 presidential runs. But 
the time wasn’t quite right for his populist message, as America 
wasn’t as nigh on the precipice; moreover, though charismatic and 
a compelling orator, Buchanan lacked the celebrity star power and 
billionaire bucks Trump commands. The time was right, however, 
after Barack Obama’s eight years, and thus did Trumpworld roar in 


Selwyn Duke has written for THE NEW AMERICAN for more than a decade. He has 
also written for The Hill, Observer, The American Conservative, WorldNetDaily, 


American Thinker, and many other print and online publications. 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 
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THE DEPLORABLES 


2016 when “The Donald” ran 
for the presidency. 

Yet Trump was trumped by 
the establishment a mere four 
years later, in 2020. And does 
this augur the end of Trump- 
world’s relevance? Hardly. 
“Trump’s ‘America First’ 
message ... provoked the full 
fury of the Deep State, which 
in its zeal to stop Trump ex- 
posed itself as never before,” 
writes William F. Jasper in 
Trumpworld’s first article. 
Millions more Americans 
now see the battle lines and 
that what was thought to be 
tin-foil-hat conspiracy talk 
is real. Call it the “Deep 
State,” the establishment, or 
the “steady state,” as a then- 
anonymous federal official 
put it, wink-and-nod style, 
in a 2018 New York Times 
op-ed titled “I Am Part of 
the Resistance Inside the 
, Trump Administration.” But 
A VISUAL the permanent bureaucracy 
besa inose is real and an entity unto it- 
self — and is powerful. That 
human-monkey-wrench fed- 
eral official, who later identi- 
fied himself as Miles Taylor and had been chief of staff in the 
Department of Homeland Security, unabashedly admitted in his 
subtitle, “I work for the president but like-minded colleagues 
and I have vowed to thwart parts of his agenda and his worst 
inclinations.” This sentiment was seconded by former acting 
CIA boss John McLaughlin, who said in 2019 in response to 
Trump’s claim that a “Deep State” was conspiring to undo him 
and his administration, “Thank God for the Deep State.” 

So the message is clear: You can vote and, if ballot fraud 
and Big Tech bias don’t thwart your candidate, maybe even get 
your man into office. But don’t think ours is still a government 
of, by, and for the people, because the Deep State controls the 
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deep water. Yet millions of awakened (not 
“woke”) Americans — Trumpworld — 
won’t accept this negation of their will. 
Trumpworld is very well written and 
even better researched, and makes a 
compelling case that Trump, whatever 
his faults (and all humans have them), 
is “not another establishment politician.” 
Trump is a patriot who prioritized “sov- 
ereignty,” the “America first” principle, 
and control over immigration, whose 
purpose has long been to change the 
United States’ demographics to forge a 
“hodge-podge” (as Obama once put it) 
of peoples united only in socialist pas- 
sions. Such patriotism absolutely ran 
contrary to the globalists’ schemes, and 
note here that “Tell me who your friends 
are and I'll tell you who you are” has 
a corollary: Tell me who your enemies 
are and I’ll tell you who you are. Trump 
earned all the right ones: the entire Dem- 


ocratic Party, establishment Republicans, 
mainstream media, Big Tech, academia, 
entertainment, the neo-fascist Chinese 
regime, and the Council on Foreign 
Relations and affiliated groups. That, 
essentially, the only people on his side 
were the middle class, not the arts-and- 
croissants crowd — the makers, not the 
takers and fakers — speaks volumes. 
The bottom line is that while Trump isn’t 
the first to oppose the world-government 
fanatics — and won’t be the last — right 
now “he is the most prominent national 
figure to take the globalists on and to chal- 
lenge the dystopian future these elites have 
planned for us and the entire planet,” writes 
Jasper. This makes him the point man. 
Trumpworld has nothing to hide and 
challenges the reader to dig deeply. “If 
you think we are peddling our own facts, 
please check them out,” writes Benoit — 
“and do the same for the so-called facts 


Trumpworld is very well written and even better researched 
and makes a compelling case that Trump, whatever 
his faults (and all humans have them), is “not another 


establishment politician.” 
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peddled by the never-Trumpers.” Learn 
for yourself who’s telling the truth. 

That wouldn’t be the mainstream media. 
Trumpworld illustrates how Trump and his 
supporters were targeted with a degree of 
media venom and lies unprecedented in 
American history, far exceeding even that 
directed at Ronald Reagan. Pejoratives 
such as “fascist,” “Nazi,” “racist” and, 
of course, “white nationalist” and “white 
supremacist” readily passed prevaricating 
propagandist lips. In turn, Trump did a cor- 
responding thing to the media: He told the 
truth about them, labeling their minions 
“fake news.” In this, again, he became the 
conduit through which the silent — and to 
a degree silenced via censorship and social 
pressure — majority spoke. For millions 
of Americans hold the media in contempt 
and were just waiting for a champion to 
give it the tongue-lashing they were pow- 
erless to deliver. 

The bias and Beelzebub-like character- 
izations had their effect, however. Trump- 
world lays out how Trump, his support- 
ers, and America herself became subject 
to a level of violence — catalyzed by the 
media and rabble-rousing politicians (e.g., 
Maxine Waters) — somewhat reminiscent 
of what preceded the Spanish Civil War. 
Antifa, Black Lives Matter, and other as- 
sorted miscreants destabilized the nation, 

with thousands of riots and other 
violent episodes. All this drives 


—— yb ———_ 


DEPLORABLES 


home how astounding was 
Trump’s 2016 election victory 
and the fact that he served out 
his entire four-year term. 

In fact, “Trump’s term in the 
White House was unique in all 


by William F. Jasper 


“ 5 4 ii d 
Refusing to debate the issues, the hate America politicos an 
pundits simply hurl vicious insults: Fascist. Nazi. KKK. Racist. Sexist. 
Xenophobe. White supremacist. 


(ABC, CBS, NBO), 


of American history in a num- 
ber of ways,” writes Alex New- 
man in 7rumpworld. “Unlike 
other candidates of the past, 
who paid lip service to national 
sovereignty but constantly un- 
dermined it throughout their 
terms in office,” Newman ex- 
plains, “Trump generally did, 
with some notable exceptions, 
freeze or even roll back glob- 
alist schemes throughout his 
time as president.” Trump- 
world then outlines examples, 
such as Trump’s killing of 
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the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP); his withdrawal from 
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the United Nations (climate craziness) 
Paris Agreement, from the UN Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organi- 
zation (UNESCO) and from the body’s 
discredited “Human Rights Council”; and 
Trump’s rejection of the UN Compact 
for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration. 
Don’t think Trumpworld is a cheerleader 
for the ex-president, however. It also 
highlights his flaws and failures, such as 
the bombing of Syria and his entry into 
the U.S.-Mexico-Canada (trade) Agree- 
ment. As Jasper puts it, “There is no place 
for cult-of-personality automatons in the 
freedom fight.” 

In addition, Zrumpworld flexes intel- 
lectual muscle, explaining what really 
made America great. In large part, this 
was the virtue exhibited by the people 
that is a prerequisite for freedom; and 
the Christianity that is a prerequisite for 
that virtue. Providing an example of this 
national probity, 19th-century French 
philosopher Alexis de Tocqueville “ob- 
served that there were practically no laws 
against pornographic literature in Amer- 
ica, yet it did not exist,” wrote history 
professor Steve Byas in Zrumpworld. “In 
his country, France, there existed strict 
laws against such literature, yet it was 
quite common. He attributed this to the 
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Trump's term in # 
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influence of the churches of America.” 
“By returning to the principles that we 
find enshrined in the Bible, the Declara- 
tion of Independence, and the Constitu- 
tion,” Byas sums up, “we can truly Make 
America Great Again.” 

As for what’s happening now, Trump- 
world analyzes the Left’s attempt to 
grind America down, discussing how the 
COVID-19 response has been weaponized 
to undermine elections, restrict religion, 
erode property rights, intensify censorship 
and cancel culture, and balloon spending 
and debt. It examines the civilization-de- 
stroyers’ attempt to nationalize the police 
via the defund-and-“re-imagine” move- 
ment, and how Critical Race Theory is 
just the racialized version of the Marxist 
oppressor-oppressed propaganda model. 

This all sounds quite dire, but Trump- 
world strikes a hopeful note and warns 
against despair. The Deep State wants us 
to believe that “Resistance is futile,” as 
Star Treks Borg collective would omi- 
nously say — “You will be assimilated.” 
But this is psychological warfare designed 
to demoralize you, citizen. And the silver 
lining in our cloud is that the “draconian 
COVID controls have caused rebellion 
across the political spectrum,” to quote 
Jasper again. In fact, owing to its immatu- 
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rity and consequent immediate-gratifica- 
tion instincts, the Left has too zealously 
dropped its mask and borne its fangs, thus 
“boiling the frog” too fast. 

“As a result,” writes Jasper, “millions 
of Americans who populate Trumpworld 
have been rudely awakened to the totalitar- 
ian peril closing in on us and are now in- 
centivized and activated to oppose it.” This 
includes notable numbers of people from 
all races and ethnicities, and even many 
liberals, with the “walk-away” movement 
epitomizing their flight from the Demo- 
cratic Party. Millions of people have come 
to realize that Trump’s line, “They’re not 
after me; they’re after you — I’m just in 
the way” is not mere rhetoric, but reality. 
Moreover, just as Trumpworld “was able to 
elect a president against seemingly impos- 
sible odds,” insists Benoit, “so too can this 
movement save America, also despite seem- 
ingly impossible odds.” The bookazine then 
provides a prescription for doing so. 

Trumpworld is also beautifully and gen- 
erously illustrated, a volume worthy of the 
title “collector’s edition.” But its message 
and the bottom line is that Trump the pa- 
triot is real. The Deep State is real. The 
perils facing us are real. 

But the solutions are real, too — they’re 
just waiting for us to make them reality. Hi 
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Traffic Stop Turns 


Into Something More 


Within hours of pulling over a distraught el- 
derly man for speeding, a Michigan police 
officer arrived at the man’s house to help 
resolve what had made the man so upset. 

Officer Kevin Coates of the Sterling 
Heights Police Department stopped the 
driver, identified only as David, 79, on 
September 30 for speeding. Dashcam 
footage of the encounter shows David 
stepping out of his car and crying. 

“Everything’s going wrong,” David told 
Officer Coates in a shaky voice. 

After explaining that his wife is “real 
sick” and his son is “mentally ill,” David 
said, “I bought a new television today be- 
cause I wanted to make my wife happy, 
you know, and I can’t get it hooked up.” 

Realizing that the man was clearly 
having a bad day and needed a break, Of- 
ficer Coates let him off with a warning, 
but not before asking David to elaborate 
on the troubles he was having setting up 
the television. 

By the end of the traffic stop, the officer 
had said he would try to find time to help 
the man install his TV. 

Just about an hour later, Officer Coates 
arrived at the man’s house with two other 
officers, Remi Verougstraete and Jeremy 
Jaushevich, Fox News reported. 

“They all came in. They moved my TV. 
They set it up and in a short time they were 
gone. You know? I said, ‘Wow, what ser- 
vice.’ I didn’t expect this from the Sterling 
Heights Police Officers,” David told Click 
on Detroit. 

The officers even showed David how to 
navigate across the channels. 

Lieutenant Mario Bastianelli was proud 
of the efforts by Coates and his fellow of- 
ficers to go above and beyond their call of 
duty for someone in need. 

“T think the world needs a little bit more 
acts of kindness like this. It was a great 
showing of a lot of [what] law enforce- 
ment does across the nation day-to-day 
that doesn’t get publicized,” Bastianelli 
told Fox News. “We’re very proud of our 
officers for stepping outside the box and 
going above and beyond what they nor- 
mally do to help our citizens.” 
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Super Men to the Rescue 


When an elderly woman’s mobile scooter 
broke down outside during a storm on 
September 19, she was fortunate to meet 
four young men who thought nothing 
about assisting her in the pouring rain. 

The kind act was witnessed by Katty 
Castro, a public-relations representative 
at the Florida Living Independent Com- 
munity in Seminole County, Florida. Cas- 
tro was drawn outside when she heard 
some raucous laughter in an otherwise 
quiet neighborhood and was pleasantly 
surprised to see a group of young men 
pushing the resident’s scooter to her desti- 
nation, and snapped several pictures. 

“They were pushing her up the big slope 
toward her residence,” Castro told Fox 
News. “These heroes were so focused on 
helping regardless of the inclement weather 
and they were even covering her with an 
umbrella, which showed more compassion 
on their part.” 

“Those scooters are heavy, add the resi- 
dent’s weight, her groceries and collapsing 
tires, the sum is a whole workout. But, I 
am proud of their sacrifice,” Castro added. 

After the men dropped the lady off, 
Castro thanked the men “for their kind- 
ness” and learned the story behind their 
incredible actions. 

They told Castro they had noticed the 
woman just before they turned onto an 
eight-lane highway after leaving work at 
Rebounderz Adventure Parks. 

“We were tired, dirty and wanted to 
get back to the hotel; but, knew without 
a doubt that regardless of our long day, it 
certainly wasn’t worse than the day this 
lady was having. She literally had a plastic 
bag on her head to keep her hair dry,” John 
Morgan Massa, a corporate general man- 
ager at Rebounderz, told Fox News. “We 
knew we couldn’t leave her in the rain, in 
the middle of the road, frantically trying to 
get her scooter to work again.” 

The men parked their vehicle and of- 
fered to push the woman in her scooter the 
remaining three-quarters of a mile to her 
home. 

Castro took a group photo of Massa and 
his colleagues, which she later shared on 
the Nextdoor community network. The 
photo and story have gone viral, and the 
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guys have been shocked by all the atten- 
tion they’ ve received. 

“We just wanted her to get home safe- 
ly,” Massa explained. “We never expected 
recognition, just helping a fellow member 
of our community.” 


Firefighter Reads to 
Little Car-crash Survivor 


Sometimes the smallest acts can have the 
biggest impacts, and such acts are even 
more incredible when they are commit- 
ted by someone who has gone far beyond 
what is expected of him. A photo of a 
sweet moment between a firefighter and 
a frightened little girl, taken by a by- 
stander, has gone viral exactly because 
of this. 

The September 29 photo shows Bil- 
lings, Montana, firefighter Ryan Benton, 
26, reading a book to a young girl who 
had just survived a terrifying car crash. 
Though the vehicles involved in the ac- 
cident suffered major damage, the passen- 
gers in the car were shaken but remarkably 
unharmed. 

When Benton arrived on the scene of 
the accident and noticed one of the pas- 
sengers was a young girl, he took a book 
and began reading to her to take her mind 
off the traumatic event while her parents 
waited for the tow trucks and spoke to the 
other first responders. 

As it turns out, the Billings Fire Depart- 
ment comes prepared to any accident or 
fire with a book bag containing books and 
stuffed animals to help children cope in 
these scary situations. 

“The idea was anytime we are on an 
emergency with a child (medical emer- 
gency, fire, car accident, etc.) we can have 
something to give to the parents/child and 
help them have something to take their 
mind off the event,” Billings Firefighters 
Media Coordinator Cameron Abell told 
Fox 11. 

Abell said the department is proud of 
its people for being the “light on a cold 
scary night.” 

For that little girl in the photo, Benton’s 
actions are not likely to be forgotten. 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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GIVING THANKS 
IN TIMES OF TROUBLE 


While many Americans are distraught by the current situation of their country and the 
world, they can find comfort in the fact that good people have suffered through and 
overcome hardships many times throughout history. 
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Attitude of gratitude: Despite their precarious circumstances, the Pilgrims, along with the 
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Indians who had befriended them, celebrated a three-day feast in honor of their first harvest in 


by Charles Scaliger 


the New World. 

n a time of economic freefall, of 
I rampant lawlessness on our southern 
border and in our cities, of danger- 
ous new rivals abroad such as Communist 
China and Islamist Iran, and of a stub- 
born pandemic that has become a pretext 
for eradicating individual liberty, it might 
seem that Americans in 2021 have little 
to be thankful for. Those of us whose 
memory reaches back a few decades find 
the America of today to be virtually un- 
recognizable, with a culture seemingly 
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hostile to values and institutions once 
taken for granted. With a government 
now unable and unwilling to maintain 
even a semblance of civic order, public 
and private debt soaring to incomprehen- 
sible heights, and moral and civic virtue 
all but banished from politics and popular 
culture, the America that rose to become 
the greatest nation in history in the 20th 
century appears poised for collapse in the 
21st. Small wonder, then, that in recent 
years, Thanksgiving has been reduced to 
a placeholder between two holidays that 
better epitomize consumption and secular 
festivity, temporary escapes from a world 
spinning out of control. 

Considering the origins of Thanksgiving, 
it was once widely taught that the holiday 


arose as a memorial to the Pilgrims who 
first settled New England, who, in spite 
of perilous circumstances in an unforgiv- 
ing wilderness, managed, with the help of 
sympathetic Indians, to harvest, hunt, and 
otherwise acquire enough food to survive 
their first brutal winter on the American 
continent. Less remarked, amid the cornu- 
copias, turkeys, and other festive symbols, 
are the circumstances that drove them to 
the New World in the first place — and the 
conditions they left behind in the Old. 

Conditions in Europe in the 1620s were 
nothing short of calamitous. Central Eu- 
rope was newly embroiled in what would 
come to be known as the Thirty Years’ 
War, a desolating conflict between Catho- 
lic and Protestant countries that would 
drag on until 1648, taking an unprecedent- 
ed toll in life, not only from battlefield 
dead, but also from widespread starvation 
and disease occasioned by the bitter, pro- 
tracted contest. 

Meanwhile the Dutch, one of the two 
main sources of 17th-century immigrants 
to the American colonies (including a 
significant number of the Pilgrims and 
first Puritans), were facing off against 
the mighty Spanish empire in the Eighty 
Years’ War, one of history’s longest wars 
of independence. Begun in 1568 as a revolt 
by what is now Belgium, Luxembourg, 
and the Netherlands against Spanish rule, 
the war coalesced in 1619 with the Thirty 
Years’ War, and finally ended in 1648 with 
the general recognition of an independent 
Dutch Republic. 

England, besides being involved in the 
Thirty Years’ War, was in very bad finan- 
cial shape owing to the extravagance of 
James I. This state of affairs would im- 
prove after 1625 with the accession of 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ NOVEMBER 22, 2021 


James’ more disciplined son, Charles I 
— but at a significant cost to English lib- 
erty. Charles effectively ended English 
involvement in the war on the continent 
and set about paying down the debts of 
the Crown, but he also disbanded Par- 
liament and ruled England with an iron 
fist for 11 years, actions that set the stage 
for a debilitating civil war between mon- 
archists and parliamentarians that broke 
out in 1642 and lasted for nine years. 

Besides these wars, another terrifying 
threat menaced the entire Western world 
in the early 17th century: the threat of 
Islamic conquest at the hands of the al- 
most-unstoppable Ottoman Turks. The 
Ottoman Empire’s rise to world super- 
power with the conquest of Constanti- 
nople in 1453 was but the latest in a long 
string of Turkish victories against the 
Christian world, stretching all the way 
back to Manzikert in 1071. Despite sev- 
eral 16th-century Ottoman setbacks at 
the Siege of Malta in 1565 and the naval 
Battle of Lepanto in 1571, the Turks set 
their sights on the conquest of western 
Europe by land, ultimately leading a 
massive invasion force into the heart of 
Hapsburg dominions in 1683 and laying 
siege to the city of Vienna. It was here, 
after centuries of warfare stretching back 
to the Crusades, that the mighty Turkish 
forces were finally defeated decisively by 
a coalition of European states in a battle 
that may have quite literally saved Chris- 
tendom from destruction. But all of this 
lay in the future in the 1620s, when the 
European nations were crippled by inter- 
necine war and when eventual conquest 
by the disciplined armies of the crescent 
seemed all but inevitable. 

And there was another specter loom- 
ing over Europe, the so-called Black 
Death, whose first dreadful appearance in 
western Europe in 1348 led to the deaths 
of as much as half the entire population 
of Europe over the next three years. Nor 
did this pandemic come to a tidy end 
like the Spanish flu; for more than three 
centuries, the plague continued to ravage 
Europe annually, although never on quite 
the scale as the initial onset. But during 
the entire period from the mid-14th cen- 
tury until near the end of the 17th cen- 
tury, Europeans lived in constant terror 
of the awful disease, and for good reason: 
A plague epidemic was recorded some- 
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where in Europe in every year from 1400 
to 1671, except for 1445. 

In Italy, which had been hit the hardest 
in the original pandemic, the plague re- 
turned with a vengeance repeatedly. From 
1478 to 1482, for example, the plague rav- 
aged many of Italy’s largest cities, killing 
several hundred thousand in Venice alone. 
Another outbreak occurred in 1527 dur- 
ing a conflict between Florence and Rome 
and, in the case of Florence, wiped out one 
quarter of the city’s inhabitants. 

Nor was northwestern Europe spared. 
The city of London was ravaged again 
and again, with the Great London Plague 
of 1563 killing one quarter of the city’s 
population. Further outbreaks in 1593, 
1603, and 1625, culminating in the Great 
Plague of London of 1665-1666, killed 
around 100,000 people, or another quar- 


ter of that city’s unfortunate inhabitants. 
Holland fared little better, with a massive 
outbreak claiming one-tenth of Amster- 
dam’s population from 1623-1625, and 
again 10 years later. 

It bears mentioning that the plague was 
the most dreadful, but hardly the only ter- 
rifying disease that ravaged Europe during 
those challenging times. Smallpox, scarlet 
fever, cholera, diphtheria, and many other 
diseases also took a fearsome annual toll. 

Thus the world of the Pilgrims, the Puri- 
tans, and other 17th-century European im- 
migrants to the New World was a world of 
continuous warfare — both international 
and internecine — of unending pandemics, 
and of political absolutism, where security, 
health, and individual liberty were elusive 
phantoms, and where even the hearts of 
the faithful quailed at the fragility and un- 


The world of the Pilgrims, the Puritans, and other 17th-century 
European immigrants to the New World was a world of 
continuous warfare — both international and internecine — of 
unending pandemics, and of political absolutism. 
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On the march: Europe in the early 1600s, when the first English and Dutch settlers were 


migrating to the New World in search of a better life, was a perilous place. 
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lf our ancestors could emerge triumphant and grateful in times 
of enormous, even unexampled adversity, then surely we, this 
Thanksgiving season, can find it in our hearts to do the same. 
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Time of plenty: Even with the crises and general malaise now afflicting the United States, we still 


live in an age of unprecedented security and prosperity. Now, more than ever, Thanksgiving is 


relevant to our condition. 


certainty of human life and society. Yet in 
spite of all of these obstacles — obstacles 
that had, in large measure, been the rule 
throughout ages of human history — the 
peoples of western Europe somehow, fal- 
teringly, groped their way into the modern 
age, discovering along the way the merits 
of limiting government power, safeguard- 
ing individual liberty, and promoting the 
progress in science and medicine that has 
so dramatically improved our standard 
of living over the past several centuries. 
The Pilgrims of the Mayflower set sail 
at the very beginning of this great age of 
human advancement, at a time when such 
progress was far from self-evident. For all 
that any of them could have known, their 
homelands might at any moment be de- 
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stroyed by civil war, ruptured by political 
infighting, ravaged by the plague or some 
other hideous disease, or even overrun and 
conquered by Ottoman armies. 

When they arrived in the New World, 
their old fears were replaced by new ones, 
equally unimaginable from our comfort- 
able 21st-century perches: capture and 
enslavement by the Spanish, massacre 
by the Indians, and, as always, death by 
cold, starvation, or some dread disease. 
Indeed, the land on which the Pilgrims 
settled had been depopulated by an epi- 
demic that had wiped out nearly all of the 
Patuxet Indians. Arriving at Plymouth in 
December of 1620, half of the Pilgrims 
promptly died of cold and starvation dur- 
ing their first winter in the New World. 
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And so in the spring and summer of 
1621, the remaining Pilgrims — dimin- 
ished refugees from all of the horrors 
and uncertainties of the Old World — set 
about, against all odds, to attempt sur- 
vival in a New World where their faith, 
at least, could be practiced without fear. 
With the help of surviving local Indi- 
ans, they learned how to farm, hunt, and 
fish in the new terrain, and in the fall 
of 1621 celebrated their first harvest in 
the New World, an occasion that guar- 
anteed that some, at least, would live on 
to build upon the riskiest of foundations 
and, against all odds, succeed in their 
quest to build a new type of society. That 
Thanksgiving feast, which lasted three 
days, hosted the 53 remaining Pilgrims 
and 90 Wampanoag Indians. We must 
suppose that, in addition to giving thanks 
to Almighty God for their bounteous har- 
vest, they were grateful for merely being 
alive and free; the material abundance of 
their descendants was probably not even 
imagined. 

Our age, in contrast to theirs, is a time 
of plenty, even if somewhat lessened by 
years of pandemic and financial uncer- 
tainty. Some shelves may be empty in 
America this holiday season but, bar- 
ring some unforeseen catastrophe, there 
will still be plenty of food, clothing, and 
shelter during the coming winter. Infla- 
tion will likely wreak havoc on savings 
and consumer prices — but savings and 
consumer purchases will continue. The 
COVID pandemic will likely continue at 
some level, possibly for years or even 
generations to come, but is unlikely ever 
to exact anything like the price imposed 
by the plague during a pandemic that 
lasted six human lifetimes. Formidable 
enemies may continue to threaten and 
even attack us, but none of them — not 
even nuclear-armed adversaries — have 
any realistic chance of conquering the 
United States. And civil unrest may con- 
tinue to destabilize, but Western Civili- 
zation has seen its like many times be- 
fore and survived. 

None of which is to minimize the many 
and formidable challenges before us in 
2021. But if our ancestors could emerge 
triumphant and grateful in times of enor- 
mous, even unexampled adversity, then 
surely we, this Thanksgiving season, can 
find it in our hearts to do the same. 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
mmm EEE 


Never Break Into a House 
With Its Own Gun Range! 


WUSA9.com reported on October 12 
about a transient man who had appar- 
ently broken into a house in Poolesville, 
Maryland, and had been sleeping in the 
basement of the house for a while prior 
to being discovered. The man was later 
identified by authorities as 34-year-old 
Harry Trueman, who had a criminal his- 
tory involving various misdemeanors and 
a charge for domestic violence. 

The house in question was located in 
a remote area of Montgomery County, 
Maryland, and contained an indoor shoot- 
ing range. The house is surrounded by “no 
trespassing” and “active shooter range” 
signs posted on a nearby fence, so it’s not 
as if the intruder didn’t know what he was 
getting himself into. 

The homeowner had returned after the 
intruder had left, and realized that his 
house had been broken into. The home- 
owner then heard the suspect return to the 
house and force his way in. The home- 
owner quickly called 911 to report the 
break-in, but was startled by the trespasser 
and shot him with a shotgun. The sounds 
of the shooting were captured on the 911 
call. The homeowner acted very respon- 
sibly after the shooting by continuing to 
talk with the 911 dispatcher and follow- 
ing law-enforcement direction to leave his 
shotgun near his vehicle and stand at the 
end of the driveway with his hands up for 
arriving officers. 

Authorities do not believe there will 
be any charges against the homeowner, 
since the state of Maryland has a Castle 
Doctrine, which is the legal rule that 
presumes a person’s self-defense actions 
are justified when he is in his home de- 
fending himself against an intruder. The 
spokeswoman for Montgomery County 
State’s Attorney John McCarthy told 
WUSA.com that “there have been no 
facts developed during the course of 
the investigation at this point indicat- 
ing there is a basis upon which charges 
should be filed.” 

It was a tragic loss of life, but it could 
have been avoided had the deceased sus- 
pect chosen not to break into someone 
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else’s house, especially one with an in- 
door gun range! 


“I Pray to God 


He Survives” 


The CBS affiliate out of Wichita, Kansas, 
reported on October 5 about a deranged 
man who was vandalizing and torment- 
ing homeowners in the area before he was 
finally stopped. KCWH reported that the 
suspect, who was later identified as a 
40-year-old man, was pounding on some- 
one’s front door around 7:00 p.m. when 
a neighbor heard the noise and yelled for 
him to stop. The suspect became enraged 
at the homeowner who yelled at him and 
immediately lashed out, shouting foul 
and violent threats at the homeowner, 
who remained inside his house. 

The homeowner called 911 to report 
the incident, but things took a turn for 
the worse. The suspect began throwing 
bricks through the homeowner’s window 
and tried to climb in through a now-bro- 
ken window while making threats to kill 
the homeowner. The frightened home- 
owner feared for his life and retrieved a 
loaded firearm, which he used to shoot 
the suspect. 

The wounded suspect was still on 
the scene when police arrived, and was 
taken to a nearby medical facility for 
treatment. The homeowner later spoke 
with KCWH, but requested to remain 
anonymous. The victim told KCWH 
that he didn’t want to harm the suspect, 
but the man left him no other choice. “I 
was on the phone and I was telling the 
cops, this guy. Get here. Please get here. 
I don’t want to shoot this man. Please get 
here,” he said. 

The homeowner expressed concern 
over the man, but felt that his actions 
were 100-percent justified: “I pray to 
God he survives and makes it through 
and gets the help he needs and doesn’t 
try to come back over here or the same 
result will happen.” Law enforcement is 
still investigating, but no charges are an- 
ticipated against the homeowner, as his 
actions appear to have been well within 
the confines of the law. 


EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Always Be Prepared 


Fox59.com reported on September 29 
about a shooting in Anderson, Indiana, 
in which a suspect claimed to be a police 
officer in order to break into a woman’s 
house. 

The incident unfolded quickly when the 
suspect drove up in front of the house and 
walked up to the front door after looking 
in the windows. Investigators say the man 
banged on the door of the house and told 
the woman, who was home alone, that he 
was a police officer. When the woman 
opened the door, the suspect forced his 
way into the house with a weapon and de- 
manded money. 

The woman quickly retreated to an up- 
stairs bedroom, and the police imperson- 
ator ran after her. Thankfully, the woman 
had a loaded gun stashed in an upstairs 
bedroom, and she fired it at the suspect, 
who collapsed on the floor, mortally 
wounded. The woman fled from the house 
and ran to a neighbor’s house, where she 
called 911. 

Police soon arrived, and found the de- 
ceased suspect in the bedroom. Madison 
County Prosecutor Rodney Cummings 
told Fox59 that “neighbors had videos 
of [the suspect] parking in front of the 
residence and looking through windows, 
ultimately breaking through the door and 
pulling a weapon out.... There was audio, 
and you could hear what he was saying 
inside. He said, ‘It’s the police.’ He was 
claiming to be police officer, but he had 
a mask on.” 

Neighbors were frightened by the 
violence nearby, but neighbor Anthony 
Alfarano was adamant that the woman 
was correct in her actions. “You know 
seeing it a few houses down, it’s un- 
nerving for sure.... Self protection is 
your right in your home,” Alfarano told 
Fox59.com. 

Prosecutor Cummings did say that it’s 
not surprising that the suspect got him- 
self killed. “In your home is probably 
the most protected place you can be.... If 
you’re breaking into someone’s home in 
the middle of the night, if you don’t get 
shot or killed you should feel fortunate,” 
he said. Ml 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Gas Pains and 
Other Fossil-fuel Follies 


ITEM: “Americans are feeling pain at the 
pump,” noted CNN Business on October 
8. Yet, said the left-wing news outlet — 
seeking to screen the Biden administra- 
tion from blame — “there ’ little the White 
House can do to shield them from it.” 

The “highest oil and gasoline prices 

since 2014 are casting a shadow over 
the economic recovery from the Covid re- 
cession,” continued the report. “Energy 
sticker shock threatens to intensify the na- 
tion's biggest inflation scare in more than 
a dozen years.” 
Item: “The world is entering — indeed, 
much of it has already entered — a mas- 
sive energy crunch,” according to the 
Washington Post’s Catherine Rampell in 
the October 12 print edition of the leftist 
paper. “Coal, natural gas, oil and gaso- 
line prices have all spiked.... If this win- 
ter is severe, prices could well rise much 
further.” 

The United States, she writes (in a col- 
umn entitled “Energy prices shouldnt 
stop our transition to cleaner fuels”), 
“appears on the verge of a huge invest- 
ment in climate, through Democrats’ bud- 
get legislation.”” Meanwhile, the White 
House “recently committed to looking 
‘at whatever means we have to lower gas 
prices.’” 

Though it is “reasonable,” says the 
columnist, “to try to shield constituents 
from short-term price spikes — particu- 
larly if those people might otherwise, 
you know, freeze to death — that does 
not mean that global leaders must also 
abandon long-term efforts to reduce car- 
bon emissions.” 

ITEM: President Biden said on October 
21, during a staged “town hall,” that he 
does not anticipate that gas prices will 
go down until 2022. (Here are his actual 
words from the White House press office: 
“My guess is you'll start to see gas prices 
come down as we get by — going into the 
winter — I mean, excuse me, into next 
year, in 2022. I dont see anything thats 
going to happen in the meantime that’s 
going to significantly reduce gas prices.”’) 
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Take the pain: Many Americans are complaining of the “pain at the pump” in the form of higher 
gas prices. This is a direct consequence of the Biden administration’s energy policy, and many on 


the left are saying, in effect, “deal with it.” 


Biden told CNN's Anderson Cooper that 
gas prices depend a “little bit on Saudi 
Arabia and a few other things that are in 
the offing.”’ He didnt sound confident: 
“So there s — there — but Idont —I must 
tell you, I don t have a near-term answer.” 
The takeaway: “But it’s going to be hard. 
Its going to be hard.” 

CORRECTION: When you are stuck in a 
hole, as the old adage has it, the first thing 
to do is to stop digging. 

However, the Biden team is still digging 
— and it’s not for proven, effective, vital 
domestic energy. It is undoubtedly going 
to be hard. That’s because Joe Biden in- 
tended to put U.S. energy in the ditch. He 
vowed in his campaign to kill fossil fuels, 
and began his assaults as soon as he got 
into the White House — all in the name of 
fighting climate change. 

Here’s what Biden inherited: Under 
Donald Trump, the United States had ef- 
fectively become energy independent. 
Indeed, the nation was a net exporter of 


petroleum products. Between November 
2016 and March 2020, U.S. domestic oil 
production rose 44 percent, even as im- 
ports were falling 33 percent. Because of 
that, as noted by Issues and Insights, the 
United States “became a net oil export- 
er for the first time since at least 1949. By 
December 2020, the U.S. was exporting an 
average of 1.2 million barrels of crude oil 
and petroleum products every day.” (Em- 
phasis in original.) 

Biden threw that immense economic 
machine into sudden reverse. As sum- 
marized by the Washington Times: On his 
first day in office, Biden 


canceled the Keystone XL pipeline, 
killing 11,000 U.S. jobs and limit- 
ing supply. He’s placed a morato- 
rium on new oil and gas leases on 
federal lands, threatening another 
268,000 jobs and limiting U.S. pro- 
duction. The Biden administration 
has suspended oil and gas leases in 
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Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge. It is increasing the number 
of endangered-species protections to 
limit oil production on private land. 
Mr. Biden’s so-called “Build Back 
Better” plan will unleash a plethora 
of new taxes and regulations on the 
industry if passed by Congress. 

Although the Biden administration 
hasn’t fully banned fracking, Energy 
Secretary Jennifer Granholm sug- 
gested it’s still a possibility and has 
even toyed with the idea of banning 
U.S. oil exports. These two moves 
would hasten the Biden administra- 
tion’s transition to a green economy 
but would also be a kill shot to many 
domestic producers. 


This major shift, as even the New York 
Times acknowledges, could “make Amer- 
ica more dependent on the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries [OPEC], 


authoritarian leaders and politically un- 
stable countries.” 

Markets matter. Shale producers in 
this country, who have been enjoying 
a boom in crude output for a decade, 
are not eager to drill for more oil in a 
marketplace made unfriendly by Biden 
and his progressive allies. As Reuters 
has reported: “It can take six months to 
drill and complete a new well and bring 
the oil and gas to market. Any call by 
the White House for an increase in U.S. 
production is likely to fall on deaf ears.” 
Thus, when the Biden administration be- 
latedly went, hat in hand, to OPEC and 
the villainous domestic oil industry to 
discuss elevated prices, their pleas met 
an unreceptive audience. 

Anne Bradbury, CEO at the American 
Exploration and Production Council, 
explained, “By pursuing policies that 
restrict supply and make it harder to pro- 
duce oil and natural gas here in America, 


domestic energy production have all but ended America’s energy independence enjoyed during 
the Trump years. 
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Americans will have to pay more for their 
energy.” 

It still seems that there is a way to get 
out of the hole. Bradbury put it this way in 
a statement in mid-October: 


To ensure we have a stable and af- 
fordable supply of energy here in the 
United States, the Biden Administra- 
tion should support the domestic pro- 
duction of oil and natural gas, ensure 
the continued production on federal 
land, work with the industry on sen- 
sible and smart methane regulations, 
and stop calling for higher taxes on 
the American oil and gas industry. 

Stopping pipelines, slowing per- 
mitting, raising taxes, and increasing 
regulatory burdens will only drive-up 
costs, and hurt American jobs. 


The Biden administration is counterpro- 
ductive, literally. Accordingly, here’s the 
sad word from the Energy Information 
Administration: Americans will experi- 
ence soaring energy prices this winter 
— more expensive than any season since 
2007. Those using (for example) natu- 
ral gas to heat homes (nearly half of the 
households in the country) can expect to 
pay 30-percent more than last year; the 
households that primarily use heating oil 
will pay (on average) 43-percent more 
than in the winter of 2020; and propane 
households will have to shell out 54-per- 
cent more than last winter. 

Republican members of the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee re- 
cently wrote to Energy Secretary Gra- 
nholm demanding to know what is 
planned to meet the challenges of a cold 
winter, unaffordable energy prices, and 
disruptions of supply. In their October 
14 letter, they reminded the secretary 
that (over the last year and a half) “retail 
gasoline prices have increased 80 per- 
cent, natural gas prices have increased 
274 percent, and propane prices have 
increased 552 percent.” 

Fingers might well be pointed at some 
real villains, notably the greens and pre- 
posterous progressives so instrumental in 
putting Biden in the Oval Office. Indeed, 
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Bundle up: This winter will likely see skyrocketing heating costs due to rising energy prices. 
Some low-income Americans might find it difficult to keep warm. Thanks, Biden! 


their anti-energy actions have helped cre- 
ate the current environment: “U.S. power 
plants,” according to Bloomberg, “are on 
track to burn 23% more coal this year, 
the first increase since 2013.” Coal is ex- 
pected to supply about 24 percent of the 
nation’s electricity this year. 

Energy sources that are better than 
coal, in terms of emissions, have been 
victimized by greenie collectivists. It is 
“no secret,” writes Clarice Feldman for 
American Thinker, “that the cleanest most 
reliable fuel — nuclear — was murdered 
by the greens. Then natural gas, the second 
cleanest, became their target, so now many 
places are desperate for coal, the dirtiest 
option.” 

Noah Rothman put it bluntly in a re- 
cent Commentary piece (“Of Course, We 
Should Blame the Greens for the Energy 
Crunch”), pointing out that that those in 
the “activist class” are so dead-set against 
pipelines that they are even opposed 


to the idea of transit networks that 
would store greenhouse gases in un- 
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derground facilities. The technologi- 
cal marvels that produced the frack- 
ing revolution — the developers of 
which quickly became the world’s 
“swing” energy producers that could 
stabilize the global market in the 
event of a supply shock — have been 
handcuffed. No wonder speculative 
long-term investors in the develop- 
ment of energy sources are spooked. 
The intended consequence of these 
policies was to create artificial energy 
scarcity and incentivize alternative 
fuel producers to enter the market- 
place. “If you restrict the supply (of 
oil and gas), you alter the market and 
you create a better environment for 
more sustainable fuels,” New York 
University professor Max Sarinsky 
told the Associated Press. This was 
all part of the plan, to the extent there 
was a plan. [Emphasis in original.] 


What is the actual goal of the planners? 
Some might say it’s to save the planet. That 
is largely false. After all, even if the provi- 
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sions of the climate agreement signed by 
Barack Obama were sustained (not likely) 
through the year 2100, that “would reduce 
global temperatures by a minuscule 0.06 
degree Fahrenheit,” a point made by, 
among others, Bjorn Lomborg, president 
of the Copenhagen Consensus. 

Lomborg, a visiting fellow at the 
Hoover Institution, also highlights the 
huge expense to reduce emissions — 
pointing to a Nature study that finds that 
the targeted 95-percent carbon reduction 
by 2050 would cost (annually) a mon- 
strous 11.9 percent of the U.S. gross 
domestic product. (That’s more than the 
11.6 percent of GDP in total spending on 
Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid 
in 2019.) 

Control is key. That is the message in- 
herent in the column above by the Wash- 
ington Post writer. Whether the colum- 
nist knows it, she is echoing Swedish 
Finance Minister Magdalena Andersson, 
who heads the International Monetary 
Fund’s steering committee. This is their 
operative point: Don’t use high energy 
prices as an excuse to slow the planned 
transition to “clean” energy to fight the 
planet’s climate change. 

Meanwhile, Biden is pushing a “gov- 
ernment-wide” putatively green campaign 
(including actions by the Treasury, Labor, 
and Housing and Urban Development de- 
partments, among others). What happens 
if the bureaucrats and the planet’s would- 
be bosses get their way? Rupert Darwall, a 
senior fellow of the RealClear Foundation 
and author of Green Tyranny, provides a 
clue in the Spectator (U.K.): 


In economic terms, aggressive de- 
carbonization is the closest democra- 
cies will come to the forced collec- 
tivization of the communist bloc. It 
requires the deployment of coercive 
state power on a scale and intrusive- 
ness exceeded only by emergency 
COVID lockdowns and mandates, 
but lasting for decades. 


More simply: Energy is the means; power 


is the end. 
— WILLIAM P. HOAR 
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BY JOHN T. LARABELL 


The Spirit of the Founders and Freedom From Big Tech Tyranny 


hen Donald 
Trump announced 
that he would 


be launching an alternative 
to Big Tech — his Trump 
Media & Technology Group 
(TMTG), which includes his 
Twitter/Facebook alterna- 
tive TRUTH Social — he 
was echoing the spirit of the 
Founding Fathers. Indeed, 
what Donald Trump and oth- 
ers are doing now in setting 
up alternative media outlets 
can be seen as a microcosm 
of what the Founders did in 
writing the Declaration of In- 
dependence and then setting 
up a new government in the 
late 18th century. 

From the Declaration of Independence: “We hold these truths 
to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.— 
That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among 
Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the gov- 
erned,—That whenever any Form of Government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter 
or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its 
foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such 
form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety 
and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments 
long established should not be changed for light and transient 
causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that man- 
kind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than 
to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are 
accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, 
pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce 
them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, 
to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for 
their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of 
these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains 
them to alter their former Systems of Government.” 

They were essentially saying, “We’ve been patient and put 
up with this long enough. We didn’t want to have to do this, but 
you leave us no choice: We’re done. We’re setting up our own 
system because we’re tired of yours.” 

Ditto for American patriots today. They’re tired of the Big 
Tech monopoly on speech. They want to set up and organize 
a system that “shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and 
Happiness.” 

Liberty is a God-given right, and that liberty includes freedom 
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of speech. Tech companies, of 
course, were once bastions of 
free speech, allowing virtual- 
ly anything to be posted with- 
out censorship, shadowban- 
ning, or deplatforming. That 
all changed, for the most part, 
during the Trump presidency. 

American patriots and con- 
servatives have certainly suf- 
fered a “long train of abuses 
and usurpations” at the hands 
of Big Tech, particularly in the 
form of censorship, shadow- 
banning, and deplatforming. 

As many people noted after 
Trump was deplatformed, if 
such a high-profile individual 
as the president of the United 
States can be kicked off of social media, who is safe? No one 
guilty of “wrongthink” is immune from the censorship. 

Just as bad as the censorship, or perhaps worse, is the propen- 
sity of Big Tech to control the flow of information to influence 
political outcomes. Google execs were openly speaking of using 
the company’s search engine and ad power to ensure that Donald 
Trump never happened again. Facebook rigged its newsfeed, 
stifling conservative content. 

Patriots and conservatives have a right — a duty — to throw 
off the Big Tech oligarchs and provide new outlets for their 
future free speech. 

As Trump said in an October 20 press release, “I created 
TRUTH Social and TMTG to stand up to the tyranny of Big 
Tech. We live in a world where the Taliban has a huge pres- 
ence on Twitter, yet your favorite American President has been 
silenced. This is unacceptable. Iam excited to send out my first 
TRUTH on TRUTH Social very soon. TMTG was founded with 
a mission to give a voice to all. I’m excited to soon begin sharing 
my thoughts on TRUTH Social and to fight back against Big 
Tech. Everyone asks me why doesn’t someone stand up to Big 
Tech? Well, we will be soon!” 

Many have remarked how difficult it is to combat the Big 
Tech monopoly for lack of funding and audience. This is true. 
Smaller alternatives have sprung up over the past several years, 
but none have had anywhere near the reach as YouTube, Google, 
Twitter, Facebook, and the like. Donald Trump could change 
that. With his money, business acumen, and celebrity status, he 
has the ability to launch something “Yuge.” 

Donald Trump, whatever one thinks of his bombastic per- 
sonality and tireless self-promotion, is echoing the spirit of 
the Founders in starting up his Trump Media & Technology 
Group. Patriots across the country should join in and support 
his efforts. Ml 
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